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Grcek-Turidsh talks 
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WA$HK$ST0N(AP) — U.S. President George Bosh announced Friday 

mai Groecoand Turkey bad tewotivefy agreed to race? in September to 
' ' Qte . vyp TO fraiftc. "And fm pleased .., th« Prime Minister 

. (Gonstanrioe) Vfiaotsfcfe and Picsktaa TUrgw Ozal have informed me 
r “ **f'Greitce add Torixy have agreed to attend a meeting coocermog 
>3W^”WrrfejfctoW reportcr^'Tlhameeting be weH prepared 
aad bo th convened and- chaired by the United Nations secretary general 
utwifet h aS cn iriiy Cbaoefr man d ate . Greek and Turkish leaders wig work 
fa sopport dC the aecrcary general's efforts in advance of the meeting. 
Ironed for September hi the United States, provided that adequate 
f«gre «. ft.owqc..fflMgBfrfag differences before then/’ Mr. Bush, on a 
raoen t mil to Greece and Turkey, bad appealed for the two nations to 
rcsofwr their -IT-vesr-cM dupure over -Turkish occupation of pan of 
Qyrpus. Hcsdfl the meeting aiwonnced Friday was one of two 
peace -d¥fon(e<f byprb(foc£i c^ Ac Gt3T crisis' effort, etting the Middle East 
peact talks as.lne otto tec vetoed s&ory m page Z). 
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Taiabani: Autonomy talks face problems 

PARIS (R) — Talks with Baghdad on Kurdish autonomy have hit 
problems but Iraqi President Saddam Hussein wished to reach an 
agreement, Kurdish leader Jalal Taiabani said in an interview published 
Friday. Mr. Taiabani told the daily Le Figaro he met President Saddam 
last month. "I did not find him aggressive. On the contrary, I found he 
wished to reach an agreement with the Kurds,” he said. Mr. Taiabani said 
negotiations had found some common ground but hit problems when they 
came down to details. They stumbled on deraocratisation, the extent of 
autonomous powers and of the autonomous area and the right of Kurds to 
have relations with foreign governments. "Kurds will never break off 
talks. If they are broken off, it will be by the Iraqis and they will have to 
bear the responsibility, Mr. Taiabani said. Mr. Taiabani, who visited Paris 
this week to ask France to help build refugee camps, said there was no 
more room for war between Baghdad and the Kurds. Hie Kurds began 
talks with the Iraqi government in April shortly after the collapse of their 
post -Gulf war rebellion sent up to two million refugees fleeing to the 
borders with Turkey and Iran. 
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Aini Nidars group 
denies it banked 
wrtth BfCCIV _ 

NICOSIA (R) — The Palestinian 
group led fay hardliner Abu Nid- 
' al denied Friday it had ever depo- 
sited millions of dollars with the 
scandal-hit Bank of Credit and 
Commerce Internationa! (BCCI), 
A BCCI employee said in an 
interview broadcast Monday that 
the Fateh Revolutionary Council, 
-led by Abu. NtdaL, had banked 
with B OCX sinee 1981 and several 
years ago had more than $50 
million on account in BCCTs 
London branches. “This informa- 
tion is baseless/* the group said in 
a statement sent to Reuters in 
Nicosia. “These reports are fab- 
rications and allegations... aimed 
at finding pretexts for moving 
against tire bank.'" The provoca- 
tion of this issue came from the 
Zionist entity (Israel) and Euro- 
pean elements linked to it.” 


a* - Musa visits Italy 


CAIRO (R) Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa flew to Italy 
Friday for a day of talks on efforts 
. to convene a U-S.-praposed Mid- 
dle East peace conference. Mr. 
Musa's visit was in response m an 
Invitation issued by his Italian 
counterpart Gianni dc MicheKs, 
the Middle East "News Agency 
said. The Egyptian foreign minis- 
ter, a' key player in any Midcast 
talks, is expected to head for 
Turkey Saturday to attend an 
annual foreign ministers* meeting 
of tire Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIQ. 

U.S.-englneered 
Gulf war *— Iran 

Nicosia (ap) — The Guif cri- 
sis was engroeered by tire United 
Stalest o improve its own political 
and economic -conditions, a 
■ sertfc^lranian deriesak! ' Friday ; 
the' first anniversary of Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait. . Tehran 
Radio quoted Ayatollah Musavi 
Ardebih as saying that the crisis 
was guided by Washington to 
“realise its' arrogant interests in 
the region and the world. With 
this issue, and. with , its military 
egqrecBtioo in the region, America 
repaired its own economic and 
political problems." 

Iran to tioldtalks 
with Saudi Arabia, 
Syria^ and Turkey . 

NICOSIA (R) -— Iran win soon 
hold a four-way’ meeting with 
. Saudi Arabia, Syria : and Turkey, 
Iranian: Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said Friday. The 
Iranian news . agency ERNA, re- 
porting Mir. Vebyan’s remarks in 
Istaifoal, gave no details about 
the -purpose of tire meetmgnvfaich 
would bring Tehran together with 
three key members of the U.S.- 
fed coalition against Iraq. Mr. 
Velayafi arrived m Istanbul Fri- 
day to take -part in a foreign 
ministers' meeting of the Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIQ. . ' 

Atlantis in orbit 

-CAFE CANAVERAL (AP) — 
The shuttle Atlantis thundered 
into . orbit Friday with five astro- 
nauts and a communications 
satellite that will expand NASA's 
switchboard system in space. The 
KKFton -shuttle roared from its 
seaside launch pad at 11:02 a.m. 
(1502 GMT), blasting flame from 
twin- booster rockets. It tore 
through a hazy sky and beaded 
out over the Atlantic Ocean. Two 
minutes into the flight, the solid 
rocket boosters dropped empty 
into -the ocean as planned. The 
sbtzttie reached its 294- kilometre - 
high destination tVi minutes later 
on tire thrust of three main liquid 
fed engines. The flight had been 
delayed three limes in the past 
two weeks, twice by bad parts 
and once by bad weather. 

Bashir In London 

LONDON (R) — Sudan’s raffit- 
ay nrier Omar Hassan Al Bashir 
is in Britain for medical checks 
and a rest lasting up to two 
• weeks, the Sudanese embassy in 
Ux^on sakl Friday. Mr- Bashir, 
who' cur short a visit to northern 
Sudan* last week for health 
reasons, was suffering pain is his 
joints and . doctors had advised 
han ro take it- easy, an embassy 
spokesman --ntd* “One of the 
main "purposes of his trip is to 
have a rest,” lire spokesnan said. 
r . “He mil probably be back at 
work in two weeks' time.” 


King says ‘unprecedented progress’ in 
peace efforts but much still to be done 

Baker hopes Palestinians will pick up opportunity for peace 
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By Nenneeo Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Friday that “unpre- 
cedented progress" has been 
made in efforts to convene a 
peace conference on the Middle 
East but added that much work 
still needed to be done before the 
concerned parties arrive at the 
negotiating table. 

At a joint press conference 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, the King said that 
Jordan was still prepared to pro- 
vide an “umbrella" for Palesti- 
nian participation through a joint 
Joidanian-Palcstinian delegation 
and expressed hope that there 
would be progress in that direc- 
tion. 

Mr. Baker said that during his 
meeting with Jordanian officials 
in Amman and Palestinian dele- 
gates in Jerusalem he had “made 
the point that, in our view, 
Palestinians have more to gain 
from a viable and active peace 
process than almost anyone 
dse." 

“We also believe that Palesti- 
nians have the most to lose if 
there is no peace process/' he 
added. 


“We are very hopeful that the 
Palestinians will determine that 
they want to be part of this 
process, take advantage of His 
Majesty's offer of an umbrella in 
the form of a joint Palestinian- 
Jordanian delegation," he said. 

The King said he hoped the 
Palestinians "would decide on 
their path in efforts to a compre- 
hensive settlement of the 
Palestinian-Israeli dimension." 

King Hussein said Jordan had 
been in “constant dialogue with 
our Palestinian brethren, on a 
very large scale... and I hope that 
we’ll make progress." 

“The time has come, hopeful- 
ly, for the Palestinians to decide, 
in view of all the circumstances 
and the opportunity that the mo- 
ment presents for their participa- 
tion in efforts for a comprehen- 
sive settlement," the King said. 

But both the King and Mr. 
Baker declined to discuss the 
details of the progress on the 
joint delegation issue saying that 
they preferred not to conduct 
their negotiations through the 
media. 

The King, however, pointed 
out that he believed “the progress 
made during this very short space 
of time has been unpre- 


cedented." 

In Washington, President 
George Bush Friday urged Israel 
and Palestinians to resolve their 
disputes over representation in 
peace talks. 

Mr. Bush spoke to reporters in 
the While House Rose Garden a 
day after returning from his sum- 
mit with Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, at which the two 
nations signed an historic arms 
treaty. 

“We do not want to miss this 
opportunity for peace," Mr. Bush 
said of the Middle East conferen- 
ce. "The big news and the impor- 
tant news is that there seems to 
be agreement on this confer- 
ence.” 

In Amman, the King and Mr. 
Baker also indicated that there 
were moves to improve bilateral 
relations but declined comment 
on the exact details of the impro- 
ving ties pending a meeting be- 
tween Mr. Baker and Prime 
Minister Taher Masri over a 
working breakfast today (Satur- 
day). 

“I believe that somehow, 1 
hope, we are on the way towards 
a return to tire kind of rela- 
tionship that the U.S. and Jordan 
had in the 60s, and mavbe in the 


early part of the 60s," King Hus- 
sein told reporters gathered at Al 
Hashemiyeh Palace at the end of 
three hours of talks with the U.S. 
secretary of state. 

“Tomorrow I will have a work- 
ing breakfast with the prime 
minister during which we will go 
into further details on bilateral 
issues," Mr. Baker said. 

But be told reporters that he 
had told King Hussein, during 
their meeting Friday, “that (Pres- 
ident George Bush) had executed 
the determination required to our 
legislation to make it possible to 
reinstate some of the program- 
mes that we have ongoing and 
which were suspended by legisla- 
tion." 

Although Mr. Baker did not 
say that American aid to Jordan, 
frozen during the Gulf crisis, bad 
been released his answer was 
believed to contain such an 
announcement. 

Mr. Baker arrived here Friday 
afternoon from occupied Jeru- 
salem on the second leg of a 
regional tour which will also take 
him to Tunisia, Morocco and 
Algeria. 

Mr. Baker praised King Hus- 
sein’s efforts and contributions to 
the peace process saying that they 


“were vety very helpful.” 

“Those of us who axe in- 
terested in creating a viable peace 
in tiie Middle East appreciate the 
contribution you have made. Sir, 
over the days and weeks, some of 
the positions you have taken and 
statements you have made. I 
think that they will be very very 
helpful in moving the process 
forward." 

Mr. Baker said he had briefed 
the King on the details of his 
meetings with Israeli officials and 
Palestinian leaders but did not 
reveal the content of these talks. 

Israel has given the U.S. a 
conditioned “yes" to an invita- 
tion to attend a peace conference 
on the Middle East but Mr. Bak- 
er failed to win Palestinian 
approval for his proposals. 

He said be had four hours of 
“very serious" and “intensive" 
discussions with the three Palesti- 
nian leaders during which he 
“made a number of points and 
suggestions." 

He said he believed that the 
Palestinians will give “considera- 
tion" to his suggestions but that 
although he was pleased with the 
meeting he still felt that there was 

(Continued on page 5) 



Jordanian and American sides headed by His Mqjesty King Hussein 
and Secretary at Slate James Baker bold taifa in Amman Friday 
(photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 

King hopes signing of START 
positive for peace process 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday sent separate 
messages to U.S. President George Bush and Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev congratulating them on their signing in 
Moscow on Wednesday of the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty 
(START) and welcoming the superpowers' announcement that 
they would oo-host a peace conference on the Middle East in 
October. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said the King voiced hope rhai 
the signing of START will reflect positively on efforts for peace all 
over the world, particularly the Middle East. 

The King expressed satisfaction with the two leaders* joint 
announcement of a Middle East peace conference, the agency 
added. 

Petra also reported from Tunis that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) had welcomed, in principle, the superpowers' 
call for a Middle East peace conference. 

Petra quoted a PLO spokesman as saying that while the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians meet Baker, seek 
clarifications on U.S. proposals 


OCCUPIED- JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — After a four-hour 
meeting Friday with U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker, Palesti- 
nians asked for clarifications from 
tire Americans before Palestinian 
delegates would agree to join a 
Middle East peace conference. 

Two Palestinians who met Mr. 
Baker made clear that tire deci- 
sion would be made by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and that the PLO must 
name the delegation to peace 
talks. 

Their statements came a day 
after Israel agreed to join in the 
negotiations on the condition that 
a solution could be reached over 
differences on which Palestinians 
would attend. One Israeli de- 
mand is that the FLO play no 
role. 

Faisal Husseini. a leading pio- 
PLO figure, said the Palestinians 
would work with U.S. officials to 
clarify the American stand on the 
issue of Palestinian representa- 
tion. 

“I can say that we are working 
on everything to move the obsta- 
cle which was put in front of us,” 
be said. 

Hasan Ashrawi, also a pro- 
PLO figure, said agreeing to send 
a delegation amounted to more 


than submitting names. 

“It’s a question of principles 
and who has tire right to form the 
Palestinian delegation/' she said. 
“This is only the PLO and the 
Palestinian people. Who has the 
right to interfere, to dictate, to 
veto? Nobody/’ 

Ms. Ashrawi added she was 
certain the PLO leadership in 
Tunis “will put together a delega- 
tion that will admit Palestinians’ 
maximum rights and interests and 
will serve us in the best possible 
way.” 

She said that the Palestinians 
wanted a written agreement with 
the Americans similar to one that 
is being worked out with the 
Israelis. 

She read a statement from the 
PLO that she said represented 
the Palestinians' views. 

The major points were: Israel 
most withdraw from all occupied 
territories, Palestinian participa- 
tion must be based on a PLO 
decision , Arab Jerusalem must be 
included in the talks, and all 
Jewish settlement activity must 
cease. 

In an interview with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, PLO 
spokesman Bassam Abu Sharif 
said from Tunis there should be 
no suggestion that Israel would 


choose the Palestinian delegation 
to the peace conference. 

“Israel's insistence on these 
conditions could jeopardise the 
conference. Every party had the 
right to choose its own repre- 
sentatives/' he said. 

Mr. Baker left Friday’s meet- 
ing without commenting and flew 
to Amman. 

The Palestinians made their 
comments at a news conference 
later, but Zakariya Al Agha, the 
third Palestinian who met Mr. 
Baker, did not attend. 

Mr. Baker said ealier he was 
more optimistic that long-sought 
talks would actually begin. 

“I think it is no longer simply a 
dream/' Mr. Baker said of the 
prospect of Arab- Israeli talks be- 
fore meeting the three Palestinian 
leaders at the U.S. consulate in 
West Jerusalem. 

“Of course I’m more optimistic 
but I recognise that there is some 
work to be done, and we’re set- 
ting off this morning to begin that 
work,” he told reporters. 

Asked if there was room for 
negotiation on the one issue 
apparently blocking a conference 
— the make-up of a Palestinian 
delegation to the talks — Mr. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraq rejects French draft on 
partial lifting of oil embargo 

Cheney threatens renewed military strike 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Ahmad Hussein 
Khudayer on Friday rejected a 
French draft proposal to the U.N. 
Security Council that would allow 
Iraq to sell some oil to purchase 
badly needed food and medi- 
cines, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported. 

Mr. Khudayer said the propos- 
al (fid not lift the U.N. trade 
embargo imposed on Iraq follow- 
ing its invasion of Kuwait on 
Aug. 2 last year. 

It also violates Iraq’s 
sovereignty and constitutes a flag- 
rant interference in Iraq's inter- 
nal affairs, Mr. Khudayer told the 
agency, monitored in Nicosia. 

The draft proposal would grant 
Iraq an exemption to the U.N. 
embargo. 

But the Iraqi government 
would have no control over the 
revenues from the oil sale. The 
money would instead go into an 
escrow account, with the purch- 
ase and distribution of relief sup- 
plies under strict U.N. control. 

INA quoted Mr. Khudayer as 
saying mat the proposal “mort- 
gages the will of our people and 


imposes foreign supervision on its 
right to do what it wants with its 
wealth and oil revenue." 

He added that it also would 
“define food and medicine neces- 
sities to be bought and distri- 
buted... as if they were giving us 
charity and limit our basic civil 
require m ent s .” 

The draft resolution “imposes 
unprecedented punitive concepts 
and mechanisms/* he said. 

The five permanent members 
of the Security Council — Bri- 
tain, China, France, the Soviet 
Union and the United States — 
were reported to be near agree- 
ment on the French proposal 
after discussing it at the United 
Nations in New York Thursday 
night. 

Western diplomats there said 
forma! agreement on the text was 
expec te d lates Friday, or in the 
next few days. 

They said there was broad 
agreement on the key issues of a 
limited oil sale by Iraq to meet 
the humanitarian needs of the 
Iraqi people, though the precise 
details remained to be worked 
out. 


There was no official comment 
from China or the Soviet Union. 

But diplomats said China 
apparently believed that the 
French draft was too restrictive, 
provided for too great a U.N. 
role and did not allow Iraq to 
distribute the supplies. 

Western diplomats said the li- 
mited oil sale did not mean a 
relaxation or lifting of the econo- 
mic sanctions imposed on Iraq. 

France's minister for humanita- 
rian affairs, Bernard Kouchner, 
has said he does not believe Iraqi 
statements that the trade embar- 
go is causing starvation or 
epidemics in Iraq. 

“I really believe there are 
neither starvation nor epidemics 
in Iraq. Saddam Hussein is mak- 
ing fun of us/* Mr. Kouchner told 
the daily Le Figaro Thursday. 

But he also sad Iraqi children 
should not suffer the consequ- 
ences of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
and that the -U.N. embargo 
should be lifted to allow some 
humanitarian aid. 

Defence Secretary Dick 

(CoBtfamed on page 5) 


Sharon 

p 

launches 

anti-peace 

campaign 

TEL AW (Agencies) — Israel’s 
leading hawk Ariel Sharon laun- 
ched a campaign Friday against 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
agreement in principle to attend a 
Middle East peace conference in 
October. 

“If I thought we were speaking 
of a conference that would bring 
peace, I would support it. To my 
regret it’s a conference that will 
lead to war/' Mr. Sharon, who is 
housing minister in the Sharmir 
government, told Israel Radio. 

"When they will bring us a 
proposal that is not to our liking 
and we will refuse to accept it, 
they will accuse us of sabotaging 
the very conference we have just 
accepted. So what sort of negotia- 
tions is that?" 

Mr. Shamir agreed Thursday to 
the superpower-sponsored Mid- 
dle East peace talks — but only if 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker could remove the stumb- 
ling block of who is to represent 
Palestinians. 

Israel opposes the participation 
of residents from Arab East Jeru- 
salem, home to leading Palesti- 
nian activists. 

Mr. Sharon, architect of 
Israel's 1982 Lebanon invasion 
who aspires to succeed the 75- 
year-old premier, vowed to fight 
Mr. Shamir’s recommendation 
when the cabinet considers it 
Sunday. 

But Mr. Shamir could muster 
as much as a 17-3 majority in the 
cabinet. Only three ministers, all 
from tiny far-right-wing parties, 
have joined Mr. Sharon in oppos- 
ing the recommendation. 

Mr. Sharon, 63, insisted Israel 
had made all the “concessions'' 
by letting European and United 
Nations representatives attend 
the conference albeit as obser- 
vers, and entering talks before 
the end of the Palestinian upris- 
ing. 

Mr. Shamir’s government pre- 
viously opposed any U.N. or 
European role in peace talks for 
fear of being coerced into ceding 
occupied Arab territory, as most 
of the world demands. 

The burly Sharon would not 
say if he would quit Mr. Shamir’s 
coalition government, as he did 
last year in protest at Israeli 
peace efforts, saying: “I will 
choose to fight as I see fit." 

Mr. Sharon and his fellow 
right-wingers could give Mr. Sha- 
mir. himself a hardliner, a pretext 
for calling early elections that 
would delay peace talks. 

As housing minister, Mr. Shar- 

(Conthnied on page 5) 


‘White Paper’ explains Jordan’s 
stand, actions to defuse Gulf crisis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment has issued a White paper 
clarifying Jordan’s position on the 
Gulf crisis and describing the 
Kingdom's stand during the cri- 
sis, one year after Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. 

The White Paper, issued on the 
first anniversary of the invasion, 
aims at clarifying certain mis- 
perception of the Jordanian stand 
on the issue, according to a 
Ministry of Information press re- 
lease. 

The 78-page White Paper de- 
scribes the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s policies "during the va- 
rious stages of the Gulf crisis 
between the summer of 1590 and 
early 1991 with related docu- 
mentation from official and pub- 
lic sources,” the press release 
said. 

It added that in view of Jor- 
dan’s geographic position and its 
links with Iraq, Kuwait and the 
Gulf states, the Jordanian gov- 
ernment found it necessary to 
issue “an analytical exposition of 
records and events and decisions 
that shaped Jordan's active in- 
volvement in all phases of the 
crisis.” 

The paper presented a factual 
report on activities undertaken by 
His Majesty King Hussein and 


senior Jordanian officials towards 
securing a peaceful resolution of 
the conflict through pursuing “an 
Arab solution in conformity with 
the United Nations Charter/' it 
said. 

Following is the full text of the 
press release issued by the Minis- 
try of Information. 

WITH the outbreak of the Gulf 
crisis on Aug. 2, 1990 attention 
was focussed on the region as a 
whole and, more particularly on 
Jordan, whose position regarding 
the crisis elicited differing opin- 
ions. Some judgments passed on 
Jordan led to it being subjected to 
pressures bordering on punisb- 
raenr. 

It is with the intention of clar- 
ifying certain misperceptions, 
that the government of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
has published a White Paper, 
now that a year has lapsed since 
the eruption of the crisis. The 
White Paper contains a descrip- 
tion of Jordan’s policies during 
different phases of the Gulf crisis 
between the summer of 1990 and 
early 1991 and refers to docu- 
ments both public and private. 

The Whiie’"Paper, titled 
-^Jordan and the Gulf Crisis" is in 
part of an analytical exposition of 


records and events and decisions 
that shaped Jordan’s active in- 
volvement in all phases of fhe 
crisis in view of the country's 
“geographic position and dose 
social, economic and political 
links with Iraq, Kuwait and the 
Gulf" and its traditional moderat- 
ing role within the Arab World in 
addition to its membership of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) linking Jordan, Egypt, 
Iraq and Yemen, over which His 
Majesty King Hussein presided in 
1990. 

The paper also presents a fac- 
tual report on activities under- 
taken by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and senior Jordanian officials 
towards securing a peaceful re- 
solution of the conflict through 
pursuing an “Arab solution "in 
conformity with the rules of the 
United Nations Charter relating 
to the peaceful settlement of re- 
gional disputes (Chapters 6 and 
8).” A chronology of events and 
Jordan’s reaction to them is also 
presented starting from the be- 
ginning of Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990 underlin- 
ing a neutral position which 
strove to “maintain a delicate 
balance between respect for 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan did whatever it could durin; 
Gulf crisis, parliamentarians say 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the world 
marked the first anniversary of 
.the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait Fri- 
day, leading members of Jordan's 
parliament said that the King- 
dom's position throughout the 
Gulf crisis and the ensuing war 
remained the only position that 
the country people and lead- 
ership could have taken. 

The failure of the Arab coun- 
tries to successfully solve the 
Iraq-Kuwait problem on their 
own without the interference of 
non-Arab parties was seen as the 
beginning of a regional catas- 
trophe by parliamentarians. 

Most parliamentarians 
lamented the inter-Arab splits 
that resulted from the crisis. The 
destruction of modi of Iraq's 
infrastructure, the increased fore- 
ign domination of the region and 
the immese amount of money 
spent on the Gulf war by Arab 
states were also points of failure 
according to members of both the 
Upper House (Senate) and Low- 
er House- of parliament. 

Jordan's damaged economy, 
members of parliament agreed, is 
a regrettable but possibly an un- 
avoidable consequence of the 


position that Jordan took. 

“Economically we lost a lot," 
said Senator Khalil Salem. “The 
fear of suffering economically 
should not have changed the posi- 
tion that we took at the time 
however, there is always a price," 
he added. 

“Jordan could not have taken 
any other position," explained 
Deputy Suleiman Arar, who was 
speaker of the Lower House last 
August 2 when the Gulf crisis 
began. 

“We could not have condoned 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and 
we did nor. We could not have 
accepted foreign soldiers in the 
Holy Land (Saudi Arabia) and 
we did not,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The economic consequences 
of Our position were disasterous 
to a great extent, with even our 
Arab brothers dosing their bor- 
ders with us, but we could not 
have asked any Jordanian to fight 
against Iraq with the American 
flag over his head,” Mr. Arar 
said. 

Libera] and more traditional 
members of the Parliament also 
said no other position could have 
been taken to the crisis by Jor- 
dan, and die Muslim Brother- 
hood representatives in the Low- 


er House also threw in their 
approval to that overall view. 

While at packed public meet- 
ings, Brotherhood speakers had 
called for Jihad (holy war) after 
the arrival of American troops on 
Saudi soil, the spokesman of the 
group in the Lower House 
praised Jordan's position in the 
crisis and war. 

“We could not have done any 
more than we did,” said Ahmad 
Oteish Azaideh. 

“We the motherhood, person- 
nally appealed to (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein to with- 
draw from Kuwait to avoid a 
catastrophe,” he said. Asked 
what more Jordanians or Jordan 
could have done. Mr. Azaideh 
said: "Nothing.” 

Senator Juma Hamad, an Arab 
nationalist, said the concept of 
two Arab states merging into a 
single entity was commendable 
but that the way Iraq had 
chosen to link with Kuwait was 
not a desirable way of going 
about achieving Arab unity. 

“Our aim has been and is always 
Arab unity but the Iraq-Kuwait 
affair has taught us that it can 
only be done through popular 
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Middle East News 


ialed A1 Hassan says joint 


legation only viable option 


By Sana Atiyefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A leading Palesti- 
nian official has defended the 
idea of a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation, explaining 
the advantages of such a delega- 
tion at the Middle East peace 
conference scheduled in October 
and urge the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) to make its 
decision on the issue soon. 

Khaled AI Hassan, a founder 
of the mainstream Fateh faction 
of the PLO and head of the 
foreign affairs committee of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), said that a joint delega- 
tion pushes the ceiling higher for 
negotiations with Israel. 

“The Jordanian-Palestmian de- 
legation will prevent the un- 
il ate rali ry of the Palestinian de- 
legation from inside (the occu- 
pied territories), whose ceiling of 
negotiations would be self-rule," 
explained Mr. Hassan. 

“The joint delegation could 
make Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 and exchanging land for 
peace the ceiling for negotia- 
tions." be added. 

Mr. Hassan, an outspoken con- 
troversial figure in the Palestinian 
scene for opposing the PLO posi- 
tion during the Gulf crisis, told a 
small crowd at the Royal Cultural 
Centre Thursday evening that 
when Jordan disengaged itself 
administratively from the West 
Bank and Egypt did the same 
with the Gaza Strip, the occupied 
territories “became without an 
heir from the political point of 
view." 


“In the natural reality of 
things, this is not so because the 
natural law is that the people of 
the country are the owners of the 
country," Mr. Hassan clarified 
cautiously. 

“But with the political reality, 
Israel began to claim that Pales- 
tine first belonged to the British 
then to Jordan, which left it for 
Israel (after the Jordan's disen- 
gagement)," he analysed. 

The Palestinian official said 
that even when the PLO declared 
independence. Resolution 242 
does not apply to the PLO, but to 
the actual occupied territory. 


“With the joint delegation, the 
political (not the legal and admi- 
nistrative) ties will return in order 
to achieve the Israeli withdrawal, 
and then the creation of a 
Jordanian-Palestmian confedera- 
tion," Mr. Hassan said. 

He stressed that the only way 
for the PLO to enter the peace 
process was through the joint 
delegation because the organisa- 
tion “is rejected even before the 
excuse of its position on the Gulf 
war." 

He added that the PLO’s isola- 
tion increased with the Gulf cri- 


sis, especially from Europe and 
the Arab countries which were 
allied with the U.S. during the 
war. 

Mr. Hassan urged the PLO to 
take the “right" decision soon on 
the joint delegation. 

“The legitimacy of the PLO 
now is based on its legitimacy 
from the inside (Palestinians in 
the occupied territories). Those 
on the inside are under occupa- 
tion and their de mand is an end 
to occupation. If they see that a 
PLO rejection (of the peace 
proposal) will secure the occupa- 
tion, it is because Jordan will not 
negotiate the Palestinian ques- 
tion, but it will be negotiated by 
Palestinians," he said. 

He criticised that sometimes 
decisions take too long before 
they are made, and that even if 
they were the right decisions but 
came at the wrong tune, the 
decision then has no value. 

Mr. Hassan explained that the 
joint delegation will be comprised 
of two delegations who represent 
two parties — Jordan and Pales- 
tine — but who have a common 
objective based on an agreement 
of the dynamics of the mission of 
the delegation. 

“The final signatures on what- 
ever is agreed upon is not done by 
the bead of the joint delegation, 
nor by the members of the de- 
legation, but by the governments 
from which the delegation repre- 
sent," he explained, adding that 
Jordan was officially committed 
that if it attends the conference 
alone, it will only discuss Jordan. 

Mr. Hassan stressed that he 
was against an independent 
Palestinian delegation to negoti- 
ate bilaterally with Israel “be- 
cause it means stopping this de- 
legation from all possibilities of 
success or even an honourable 
failure." 

He recalled the Camp David 
peace accord between Egypt and 
Israel, saying that although the 
late President Anwar Sadat had 
made so many concessions. Israel 
kept rejecting them. 

“For 13 days, the two did not 
agree on one sentence, but in the 
end, the Americans came in with 
an agreement that was ready and 
asked the two to sign them," said 
Mr. Hassan. 

The current realities, he added, 
must be understood and dealt 
with in the right way. 

“As the son of Haifa, I should 
reject this whole thing. But what 
happens If I do? There is a 
colonial (Israeli) occupation. 
There were 50,000 Jews, then one 
million, and then 3.5 million 
Jews. There are two million Jews 
on the way from the Soviet Un- 
ion, other than the Falashas, 
those from Yugoslavia and Alba- 
nia. They're taking the land, 
farming it, and there are three 
generations of Jews born there," 


i@ria talks fail to agree 


terms for general election 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's first 
multi-party talks ended in failure 
Friday with delegates unable to 
agree conditions to hold general 
elections and free the country 
from a political crisis. 

New talks are to be held on 
Aug. 22. 

The brainchild of Prime Minister 
Sidahmad Ghozali, the extended 
three-day meeting aimed to find 
consensus to reschedule Algeria's 
first democratic general elections 
after Islamic fundamentalist un- 
rest derailed the poll planned for 
June. 

Forty eight parties attended the 
opening but their leaders could 
not agree on a resolution pre- 
pared by a think-tank set up by 
half of "them Thursday. 

The resolution called for the 
stale of siege to be lifted “in the 
shortest time” and demanded 


that '‘civil security” be ensured. 

President Chadli Benjedid im- 
posed the state of siege on June 5 
after a strike by supporters of the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), the 
country's main opposition party, 
ignited violence - 

The FIS, whose leaders Abassi 
Madam and Ali Belhadj are de- 
tained facing charges of conspira- 
cy against the state, did not 
attend the conference. 

- Several small fundamentalists 
and extreme left parties saw the 
resolution as conciliatory but ex- 
pressed disappointment that it 
did not demand the release of the 
FIS leaders. 

Mr. Ghozali told delegates that 
“traditions of dialogue are not yet 
completely instituted" in Alger- 
ia and “clean and fair,” central 
elections would be held before 
the end of the year. 


He asked them to give him 
their ideas in writing by Aug. 15 on 
revising the electoral law and 
constituencies. It was this law 
and constituency boundaries, 
seen as favouring the former 
National Liberation Front 
(FIN), which sparked the FIS 
strike. 


The resouition drawn up by the 
think-tank demanded revision of 
the electoral law and constituen- 
cies. 


The FLN ruled the one-party 
state for nearly 30 years from 
independence until reforms by 
Mr. Benjedid, and the resolution 
demanded it return to the state 
the resources gained in that time. 

FLN Secretary-General Abdul 
Hamid Mehri and his two de- 
puties quit the conference Thurs- 
day in protest. 


Kuwaitis 

mark 


Mr. Hassan said. 

He continued: “They (Israel) 
are supported by Amenca. They 
have weapons we cannot fight. 
He Arabs now reject the military 
option, and only state that- re- 
jected negotiations (Syria) now 
accepted it. Where do we go?” 

Mr. Hassan, who was criticised 
by some of the attendants at his 
lecture for his outspoken posi- 
tion, commented that the idea of 
the alternative homeland for 
Palestinians was Israel’s measures 
of forced emigration of Arab 
residents from their land, and not 
the joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation. 

“Our people are emigrating 
everywhere in the world. There 
are 70,000 Palestinians in Ger- 
many alone," he said. “We have 
to understand all these matters 
and know that now we have a 
chance to return Arabism to the 
West Bank and Gaza.” 

The official also cited another 
reality that without Arabs and 
Arab solidarity, the PLO “could 
not move in the international 
arena" and that the Palestinian 
problem could not be solved 
without a decision of “those con- 
trolling international potitics.** 

“International politics and 
pressure are stemmed from eco- 
nomic interests, which indude 
energy resources, large consumer 
markets, financial agreements 
and alliances; and the Palestinian 
people do not have these basics, 
but the Arabs do," commented 
Mr. Hassan. 

“We have no solidarity and no 
alliances; we live in an era that 
lacks a balance of power, and an 
absence of a political and cultural 
balance," he stated, adding that 
these facts most be considered 
when taking a decision. 

He added that one should not 
fall in the hands of enemy tactics, 
as he put it, referring to the issue 
of Palestinian representation 
from East Jerusalem at the con- 
ference. 

“We weren't the ones who 
brought up the issue of Jeru- 
salem. Will die Palestinian or 
Jordanian delegation ignore the 
issue of Jerusalem during nego- 
tiations? Does it mean that we get 
Jerusalem back if someone is 
present from Jerusalem and if 
there isn’t, it’s gone? Mr. Hassan 
asked, adding that that was not 
necessarily the case. 

He reiterated that the givens 
and realities must be considered 
and understood if one was to 
move ahead in life and to think 
dearly, and urged moving way 
from dreams. 

“1 don't mean that we should 
surrender to reality," Mr. Hassan 
said, “but for reality to be a 
source of thought in order to 
know how to act and to know 
what can be taken and what 
cannot." 


anniversary 
of invasion 


prices soaring. 

Members oft the ruling AI 
Sabah family and other govern- 
ment offidals fled into exile. The 
invasion triggered a mass exodus 
that cut the emirate's population 
to less than one million — half its 
pre-invasion level. 

Kuwait Radio lamented the in- 
vasion by the "despot of Bagh- 
dad" and urged Kuwaitis not to 
forget their martyrs. 

Kuwait City emerged from the 
invasion with mainly superficial 
damage and is returning to 
normal. 

Shopping centres are packed 
with customers after sunset when 
temperatures become more bear- 
able. Fleets of expensive cars 
take to the highways. Men in 
flowing white robes and girls in 
Western clothes crowd the streets 
in search of consumer goods. 

Supermarkets are filled to the 
brim with all types of foreign 
products imported tax free. 

Apart from the blazing oil- 
wells, the chief reminders of the 
six-week Gulf war are the wreck- 
ages of Iraqi tanks and other 
equipment littering the highway 
to the Kuwait-Iraq border. 

A year after the Iraqi invasion. 
Kuwait is still a super-rich coun- 
try lavishing cash on citizens and 
moving rapidly towards economic 
recovery. 

Kuwait, whose oil exports were 
choked off by the invasion, ex- 
ported its first cargo of erode last 
week and hopes to export 400.000 
barrels of oil a day by the end of 
the year. 
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Kuwait’s image 


Invasion anniversary 


irredeemably dented P asses quietly in Baghdad 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis 
marked the first anniversary of 
the Iraqi invasion Friday by firing 
rounds of ammunition into the air 
and shouting Ailahu Akbar from 
rooftops and minarets. 

Tracer bullets Ht up the night 
sky while young men, driving 
sleek limousines and sports cars, 
cruised around Kuwait City 
sounding their horns and singing 
patriotic songs. 

Muezzins summoned the faithful to 
prayers from minarets at 
midnight, drawing cries of Ailahu 
Akbar across the city of high-rise 
buildings and wide avenues. 

Despite impromptu celebra- 
tions overnight, the government 
kept a low profile and the official 
media carried mournful messages 
recalling the invasion. 

No official ceremonies or de- 
monstrations were planned. 
Shops and government offices 
were closed Friday. 

The streets were all but empty 
after, sunrise, when the tempera- 
ture starts it quick dimb to well 
above 40 degrees Celsius (10S 
Fahrenheit), apart from mainly 
Asian foreign guest workers 
heading to menial jobs. 

“We just want to forget what hap- 
pened, that is why there are no 
parades or anything," said one 
Kuwaiti man. 

Kuwait City basked in bright 
sunshine, a reminder that one of 
the worst legacies of the invasion 
— blazing oil wells blown up in 
the last days of the war — was 
gradually being brought under 
control. 

Smog and soot from the fires 
shut out the sun in the weeks 
following the Feb. 28 liberation 
of the emirate by a U.S.-led 
alliance of Western and Arab 
countries. 

Firefighters have capped more 
than 250 of about 600 wells dyna- 
mited or torched, sharply reduc- 
ing the level of choking pollution. 

Conspicuous by their absence 
from the streets were members of 
Kuwait’s tiny police force and the 
army which was overrun by the 
Iraqi invasion force in the early 
hours of Aug. 2, 1990. 

Kuwaiti residents awoke a year 
ago to find Iraqi tanks and troops 
in full control of the capital after 
a lightning attack that stunned 
the world and sent world oil 


KUWAIT (R) — A year ago, the 
sight of tiny Kuwait crushed 
under the boots of Iraq's army 
outraged the world and created a 
wave of sympathy which helped 
the emirate regain its freedom. 

But no sooner was the victim 
plucked from the jaws of die 
aggressor than vengeful Kuwaitis 
threw away much of the goodwill 
of the world. 

The Kuwaiti authorities com- 
pounded the damage with a series 
of controversial trials for alleged 
collaborators. The roles of evi- 
dence were lax and the sentences 
were harsh. 

Western liberals and Arab 
hardliners joined in a chorus of 
condemnation. “Was this the 
Kuwait our countrymen fought to 
restore," Westerners asked. 

The uproar has abated but the 
events of the first three months 
after the allied victory over Iraqi 
forces have left a bitter taste that 
will linger for years. 

Relations between Kuwaitis 
and Palestinians, the main vic- 
tims, are still tense. Tens of 
thousands of Palestinians, some 
of them born in Kuwait, continue 
to abandon their adopted home- 
land for fear of maltreatment. 

Bedouns, stateless immigrants 
deprived of citizenship for de- 
cades by Kuwait’s strict natur- 
alisation rules, languish in transit 


“They (Kuwaitis) employed 
methods learnt from the Iraqis, 
killing and torturing at a ran- 
dom,” said one resident who 
stayed in Kuwait during the 
occupation. 

The restored Kuwaiti govern- 
ment had declared martial law 
even before it went home from 
exile. The 5,000^strong army had 
sweeping powers of search and 
arrest, the press was muzzled and 
public gatherings were outlawed. 

The government began arrest- 
ing thousands of Palestinians, Ira- 


qis and bedouns on the grounds 
they posed a security risk.' 


camps on the Iraqi-Kuwaiti bor- 
der, full of hatred for the Kuwaiti 


der , full of hatred for the Kuwaiti 
establishment they once served. 

Some Kuwaitis abroad, pitied 
during the crisis as hapless re- 
fugees, now seem more like 
absentee landlords or pampered 
idlers too .decadent to go home 
and rebuild their country. 

The Kuwaiti ruling family, by 
appearing to drag its feet on 
democratic reforms which might 
under min e its privileges, has con- 
tributed to the image of a Kuwait 
which failed to learn the lessons 
of the Iraqi invasion. 

Bnt the worst damage to 
Kuwait's international image was 
done in the first days and weeks 
after allied troops, led by the 
United States, chased out Iraqi 
forces on Feb. 28. 

Gangs of youths roamed the 
streets hunting down and killing 
Iraqi soldiers and Palestinians. 

Rows of unmarked graves in 
Riqa cemetery outside Kuwait 
City testify to these acts of free- 
lance murder. Scores of unknown 
victims were buried there, sorpe 
in mass graves. 

Other victims were dragged off 
to jail to be flogged, electrocuted 
or burnt with add, human rights 
organisations say. 


they posed a security risk.' 

“Victims have been gunned 
won in public or taken away, 
tortured and killed in secret. 
Hundreds ... were plucked from 
their homes, taken from streets 
or arrested at check-points, many 
to be tortured in police stations, 
schools or other makeshift cen- 
tres,” Amnesty International said 
in a report. 

The victims were largely 
Palestinians, suspected of helping 
the Iraqis and informing on mem- 
bers of the Kuwaiti resistance. 

“The scale and persistence (of 
the abuses) threaten to leave an 
indelible stain on Kuwait's hu- 
man rights record," added the 
London-based organisation. 

Then the trials began and the 
human rights organisations said 
they were alarmed at reports of 
forced confessions, scanty evi- 
dence and the lack of a formal 
appeal procedure. 

The organisations, backed by 
many Western politicians, re- 
minded Kuwait it was in danger 
of acquiring an image as black as 
that of the government of Sad- 
dam Hussein in Iraq. 

Under pressure from the Un- 
ited States and other Western 
countries, the Kuwait authorities 
tried to stop the killings. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad AI 
Abdulla AI Sabah commuted to 
life imprisonment the death sent- 
ences on 29 convicts. Kuwait also 
promised to look into cases of 
miscarriages of justice. 

The government abolished 
martial law in June and has prom- 
ised to hold elections some time 
next year. 

Palestinians say that police 
harassment has declined in recent 
months but that the post-war 
scars will never heal. 

“We feel bitter and betrayed. 
We spent our life building tins 
country with our labour. They are 
uprooting us as if we invaded 
Kuwait," said a Palestinian intel- 
lectual. 


U.S. envoy hopeful of 
Cyprus parley in September 


ANKARA (R) — the special 
U.S. envoy on Cyprus said Friday 
he was hopeful that a United 
Nations-led international confer- 
ence to end the division of the 
island could be convened in 
September. 

Ambassador Nelson Ledsky. 
the State Department's special 
Cyprus coordinator, told repor- 
ters the initiative bad the active 
support of Turkey and Greece as 
well as the Greek and Turkish 
communities on the island. 

He was encouraged because he 
believed the initiative “enjoys the 
support of the government of 
Turkey, that it has as well the 
active support of the government 
of Greece, the government of 
Cyprus and ... the support of the 
Cypriot community as well." 

Mr. Ledsky was speaking after 
talks with Turkish leaders in 
Ankara before flying on to Nico- 
sia and Athens. 

His mission followed visits to 
Greece and Turkey last month by 
President George Bush that gave 
impetus to current U.N. efforts to 
settle the 17-year Cyprus dispute. 

Mr. Ledsky said he expected a 
U.N. team to make a further visit 
to the region in the next few 
weeks and make its report to the 


U.N. Security Council in New 
York at the end of August. 

He said the Security Council 
would decide where and when to 
convene “high level" conference 
but jf the substantive discussions 
in August were successful this 
could be “sometime in Septem- 
ber." 

The participants of that confer- 
ence had still to be decided. 

Mr. Bush has backed the Tur- 
kish proposal for a meeting of 
Greece and Turkey, the two hos- 
tile NATO neighbours, and lead- 
ers of the two communities on the 
island. 

Greece wants the Cyprus gov- 
ernment, which in practice runs 
just the Greek-populated south 
of the island, as well as the two 
communities to be represented. 

Greece and the Cyprus govern- 
ment fear that if die two com- 
munities go to the conference on 
an equal footing, it could imply 
recognition of the self-proclaimed 
Turkish republic of north Cyp- 
rus, which is recognised only by 
Ankara. 

Turkish troops seized the. 
northern third of Cyprus in 1976,* 
after a short-lived coup in Nicosia 
by nationalists seeking to unite 
the island with Greece. 


2&313AN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7731 1 1-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

I&40 Lc Chevalier dc Labyrinthe 

13:30 Documentary 

l-kOO News in French 

39:15 Camel de NoJtt 

!W9 News in Hebrew 

29:68 News in Arabic 

H JO Kale and Allic 

2J:C9 Encounter 

2IJ9 , Classical Music 

22.-48 News in English 

22i29 Feature film: "Easy Come, Easy Go” 


Tuni n ti Chorda Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aaumnclatkwi Tel. 
623541. 

AngScam Church Tel. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Chorda Tel. 77I7SI. 
Amman International Chorda Tel. 
685326. 

EvanceUeal Lutheran Chorda Td: 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


The Charch of Jesa Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
Chorda ef Nona Tel.675691. 


PSA YEH TUBES 


W.-19 Fajr 

05:47 (Sunrise) Duba 

12:42 Dfauhr 

1*22 ‘Asr 

39:37 Maghreb 

21:04 "isba 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Chorda Swdfleh, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Charch, Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Charch of the Aanndatioa Td. 
637440. 

De b Safe Church Td. 6617S7 


Normal summer weather will prevail 
and winda will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds wiD northerly 
moderate. 

Min y max. temp. 

Amman 19 / 31 

Aqaba 25/39 

Deseitfi 20/36 

Jordan Valley 24 / 37 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Hafez Kftawaja 791954 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwad 846070 

Dr. Kbalcd Abdo 657129 

Dr. Issam Hawamdch 624830 

Fira* pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdmvs pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shroesani pharmacy 637660 


IRBUh 

Dr. Ahmad A] Hayek (■— ) 

AI Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hjjjawi ( — ■) 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 31-5. Aqaba 38. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 41 per cent, Aqaba 24 
per cent 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Cen^e 637111 


Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Ovfl Defence Emergency 199 

Reset* Police 192,621111.637777 

Rie Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pobce 896390 

Pabfie Security Department 630321 

Hotel CompUiats 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Comptainu 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Te l ephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 661101 

Iordan Tdcvihan 7731 11 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Scone Power 

. Company 636381 

RJ Ffighl Info rma tio n 08-53200 

Onecn Afia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Aron . 
ALOch Maternity. J. Amn.. 
Jataal Amman Maternity..., 

Ma Bi as.J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmcisaiii 

Shmebani Hospital 

University Hospital 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdaiv 

ALAhli. Abdali 

Italian. Ai-Muhajrccn 

AI- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 

Array, Marta 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA! 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

IRBHh 

Princess Basina Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital 

AQABA. 

Princess Haya Hospital .... 


813813/32 
644281/6 
642441/2 
... 642362 
... 636140 
664171/4 
.... 669131 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


84SS45 

.. 667227/9 
. 666127/37 
.. 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 
.775111/26 
. 891611/15 
60224QF50 
6741S5 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment as the Queen Aha Internationa) 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. wher e it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


(09)986732 


(02)247100 


(03)31411 J 


66:36 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

I6M D amas c u s (RJ) 

MM New Delhi (RJ) 

llh36 Aqaba (RJ) 

1*36 DbahrnttU) 

11:16 Colombo (RJ) 

11:15 Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

1H38 Beirut (RJ ) 

12:15 Karachi, Dnbsi (RJ) 

1736 London (RJ) 

18*0 Cairo i RJ) 

1946 Montreal. New Yort (RJ) 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
anniversary of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait passed quietly in Bagh- 
dad Friday. . . 

The only official recognition" 
ram*-, through newspaper col- 
umns justifying the attack and 
repeating conspiracy theories of 
Iraq as victim of an American- 
Zaonist plot. 

Most Iraqis simply want to 
forget what they consider a tar- 
nished page in the history of tbor 
country. They let the day slip by 
with scarce consideration, except 
to reflect on how things might 
have been. 

People are concerned now with 
secondary effects of their govern- 
ment's takeover of Kuwait, main- 
ly the increasing difficulty of 
malting ends .meet, the result of 
sanctions that continue to strang- 
le the economy. 

“There’s no food, no job,” said 
Jamal Hamid, who was walking 
down the sidewalk along Saadoun 
Street with his wife and three 
small children. 

A year ago, loudspeakers 
blared the news of the invasion, 
saying that Iraq had reclaimed & 
land long-considered to have his- 
torically belonged to it. 

Many people were shocked, 
and worried about the consequ- 
ences, but plenty of than were in . 
a celebratory mood, said Abdul . 
Kareem Jassim, a storekeeper. 

“Iraq was led to tins, to.go into. 
Kuwait, because of the economic 
situation,” he said.' 

He said Iraq had only its oil to 
repay a tremendous debt from 
the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, yet the 
Kuwaitis and other Gulf nations 
“flooded the market with ofl." ' 

The storekeeper said most Ira- 
qis anticipated the reaction from 
the West, although they did not 
believe it would lead to war: " 


Even then, he said, a mritet 
Arab nation would have helped 
“To be honest, if people, war 
on our side in a . correct way 
maybe we would have won,” hi 
said. . V T 

Saadoun Street is a busy com 
merdal street. Stores have pfenq 
of merchandise but. there is Bttk 
money to buy. Inflation is esti 
niaiwi at 300 per cent at . leak 
since the Gulf war: - 
“Of course, things were bettia 
before Iraq went into. Kuwait,*' 
said Madeleine MikhaU , wiK> waj 
. passing by on the sktejftilki . i 
“We are suffering’ The traqu 
are suffering because of .the sanc- 
tions. The war was worse, 
said. • ••• '. -.V-. — : ; 

The government has, acknow- 
ledged that ' .some /^mistakes" 
were made in the toud&ignf the 
■ Kuwait issue. B ut officiafr would 
not get more specifier than that, 
saying that a period of introspec- 
tion May last the 

full details and^aiadya^of thc 
derision-making ate reefed," 
Govern mept-ran newspapers 
featured' articles Epday.ouffinh^ 
events leading up-ta imra^oa 
and saying Iraq .was fereechti act 
because peaceful atteajpts- to 
solve its problems with Kuwait 
were spumed. • ; vv ' 

- “The aggressive (saber 

. tions) on. Iraq after Aog. 2 and 
the military ag^ess^m’ has 
proved to be directedagrisisti^ 
not because of the 
because it continues after retreat 
from Kuwait,” theBaatb Party 
organ Al Thawra said. 

Many Iraqis, including thranost 
educated, believe that the way 
die Kuwaitis ignored Hups milit- 
ary threat indicated they had 
been ■ promised by . tbe United 
States that nothing would hap- 
pen. ’ - • - 
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EC gives $4.1m for Ethiopian refugees 


BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community (EC) gave 3.75 
million European- c u nuncy -units ($4-1 million) of emergency, aid 
Friday to help refugees and displaced people in Ethiopia. The EC 
Executive Commission said the money would help finance action 
by humanitarian organisations to provide food, shelter andinedcal 
care for displaced Ethiopians and refugees from wars in neighbour- 
ing Somalia and Sudan. The United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees, tbe International Red Cross and the Belgian branch of 
Mededns Sans Fn mtieres were among aid agencies which would 
receive binds, the commission said in a statement An animated 
1.8 million people have been displaced by civil wars in th^lforo of 
Africa, where more than 17 miSron face starvation this year 
because of drought and. war. . : ’*’■ 


Fire breaks out again In Tehranbazaar 


NICOSIA (AP) — A fire in the Tehran bazaar burned large 
quantities of rice and sponges Thursday in the second sucfcblazc in 
four days, the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNAJ reported. 
The agency said firefighters rushed to the scene within minutes and 
fought for two hours to smother the blaze. It did not say whether 
anyone was killed or injured. Firefighters fought for seven hours to 
put out a fierce blaze in another part of the sprawling bazaar jast 
Monday, in which tens of millions of dollars of fabrics and Carpets 
were burned. Iran said the fires were being investigated, but did 
not indicate whether arson was suspected. The bazaar, the capflaTs 
main commercial district, is a labyrinth of brightly lit shops Jmd 
stalls. Bazaar merchants who supply the city with almost aU 
commercial goods. Tbe merchants financed the 1979 revolution 
that overthrew the monarchy and replaced it with an Tslazmc 
republic. They cany substantial political dout. But public resent- 
ment has been rising against the merchants, whom people have 
started to blame for price gouging and creating shortages to dnve 
prices up. The merchants, who believe in a laissez-faire economy, 
me also resented by hardline opponents of President Hwtiuani 
Rafsanjaiii, who believe in a tightly controlled economy, , 


Court acquits journalist of charges of insulting Irair 


GENEVA (R) A Geneva court has acquitted a Swiss journ 


LiJ ,-n ■ Ti 'rr i " 


the Iranian government ordered tbe assassination of aij exfl 


opponent in Switzerland last year. Geneva magistrates- fal 
Wednesday that journalist Mvrinm ^ iJrZ > ml 


Wednesday that journalist Myriam Gazut acted fogood frith 
reporting statements made at a news conference by relatives of I 
victim that the banian authorities ordered the killing and ti 
Tehran's ambassadors in Geneva and Berne supervised it. The a 
arose out of the shooting of Iranian mole Kazem Rajavi at Cora 
near Genera on April 24, 1990. Mr. Rajavi’s brother accused” 
Iranian auffiorities at a news conference the following day:. T 
court found that the allegations were “sufficiently probable,'? 
™ rant T b ^S rSJtoned by Ms. Gazut in tbe Geneva newspaper 
Suimc. It ordered the Iranian government, which brought foe cj 


derision** 70 * 11 ^ lawyer said Iran would appeal against ! 
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:;XMMAN (J.T.^ — A six* 
v' yngi nbcr South Ronaj^Jordaiiiari 
‘,[?ME^fflnjcntary dcJq^u'oQ q©w on 

- ayuat to Joidaq today meets with 
-_ ;the speakers- of tbc Scnate sad 
;; ^i?c,Lowcr House of Parliament 
" :tp ^scosJorttaiBaD-Kcfrean rela- 

- Sons afxTMkhSe -East issues. 
j The delegation, ted by Dongin 
-Dee, will also Sold {fisamons at 
the ' Arab' Potash Company i 

_^AFC) onJordanjan potash ex- 
.ports to Sooth Korea. 

-V The delegation members, who 
aiiived in Amman Thursday on a 
... four - day visit. Friday toured the 
. . archaeological sites. in Jerash and 
•_foe Dead Sea. 

- ■ The first government official to 
meet the delegation Thursday 
wasEoreign Minister Abdullah 

.- Easour who disctissed Middle 
"East dcvelapotents and current 
efforts to reach a lasting peace. 
■kuxiaiimn-S^ 

1 Nation m a numberof fields and 
the role of the Korean-Jordanjan 
Friendship Society in promoting 
relations were reviewed at the 
meeting. 

: "Mr. Dongin Lee and his 
aixompanying delegation are due 
to meet with Prime Minister Tab- 
er Masri Sunday. 


Jordan 


marks 

Queen 

Zein’s 

birthday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Fri- 
day marked the birthday of Her 
Majesty .Queen Zein AJ Sharaf, 
the Queen Mother. 

. On this happy occasion, the 
citizens of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan extend their war- 
mest wishes and congratulations 
to Her Majesty and proudly re- 
member her untiring devotion 
and .sacrifice to the Kingdom. 

Her Majesty has embodied the 
greatest sense of motherhood by 
selflessly devoting her entire life 
to her eldest Son His Majesty 
King Hussein, her sons Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Mohammad and Crown Prince 
Hassan and her daughter Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basma. 

The Queen Mother has also 
contributed to the strong women 
movement in Jordan. leading the 
way as a staunch defender of 
women's rights. 



The Ouecn Mother contributes efforts in providing support for all 
effectively to social and humu- voluntary and humanitarian 
nitarian services and gives par- causes in the country, 
titular attention to charitable Much of the Queen Mother's 
organisations and voluntary in- attention has been directed to- 
stitutions. wards an orphanage in Amman 

She was president of the first named after her. providing it with 
women society in Jordan in 1944 care, financial assistance and sup- 
and since then she has spared no port. 


Jordanians think the Gulf crisis had 
a role in the ensuing peace process 


By Serene Hateoa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Friday, Aug, 2 
marked a year since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait, triggering a series of dras- 
tic changes in the 'region, includ- 
ing a major rif: in Arab banks. 

In a random survey conducted 
by the Jordan Times, people in- 
terviewed bad a range of opinions 
concerning the crisis and the war 
that followed but seemed to agree ■ 
that the crisis, although initially 
was not “linked” to the Palesti- 
nian problem, had in actuality 
pushed it to the top of the inter- 
national agenda. 

_ “Of course the Gulf crisis 
moved the conflict, the peace 
process that we are seeing now is 
a direct result of the crisis,” a 
local artist, Abdul Halim Abu 
Saud, 38. told the Jordan Times. 

“I believe that by destroying 
Iraq,, the United States felt it is 
capable of implementing its new 
world order, which might include 
solving the Arab-Israeti conflict,” 
Yehia Mahmoud Afghani, a 41- 
year-old merchant in downtown 
Amman, said. “But 1 think that 
the solution to the problem will 


be according to American 
terms.*’ 

Another merchant, Badr 
Aldine Bokhari. said he believed 
that the “linkage” that Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein stressed 
during the crisis and was rejected 
by the American-led world com- 
munity is “the troth that they (the 
world community) ignored but 
have no choice now but to face 
it." 

“The peace process became 
world news following the Gulf 
crisis,” Youssef Khatib, a 29- 
y ear-old teacher, said. He added 
that although he was in Yemen 
during the crisis, be felt that prior 
to the eruption of the crisis the 
Arab-Israeti conflict was “swept 
under the carpel” and that “the 
crisis bad resurrected the Palesti- 
nian problem.” 

As for the lessons learnt from 
the crisis, the general consensus 
was that the Arab World had 
failed to show solidarity by not 
trying to contain the conflict with- 
in an Arab context and "bowing” 
to pressure to invite foreign 
troops to the region. The major- 
ity also reflected a certain fear of 
a new type of colonialism that 


would haunt the Arab World for 
some time to come. 

"We learnt a number of lessons 
but the most important is that we, 
Arabs, should always be careful 
of any foreign intervention,” Mr. 
Afghani said. “We saw how quick 
the West ganged up to destroy 
Iraq, and this should be a lesson 
for us to remember,” he added. 

"The Gulf crisis split our ranks. 
It was also an American message 
to the entire world, especially to 
the developing and Third World 
countries preparing them for the 
American new world order." Mr. 
Bokhari said. “I hope and pray to 
God that the Arabs will realise 
the dangers of that and wake up 
before it is too late.” 

“The crisis taught us to start to 
depend on ourselves economical- 
ly and politically,” Mr. Khatib 
said. “And 1 hope that we will 
take advantage of that so we 
don't fall in the trap twice.” 

When asked about Jordan's 
position during and after the cri- 
sis, those questioned agreed that 
it had taken “an honourable 
stand for peace.” 


“We are like all the rest of the 
Third World countries; we are 
dictated upon by the stronger 
nations, and if the Soviet Union 
agreed to the new world order 
how can we — a small nation — 
fight it?" Mr. Afghani asked. 
“But we have certain principles 
that we don’t compromise and 
our position during the crisis 
emphasised that,** be added. 

“We took a courageous and 
honourable stand for peace even 
though we are a small and poor 
country, and this made me very 
proud to say I am a Jordanian." 
Mr. Bokhari said. 

“I don't agree with those who 
say that we were not weakened 
by our position, because we 
were,” Mr. Khatib said. “I be- 
lieve that aside from Iraq. Jordan 
and Yemen are the two countries 
that were most affected by the 
crisis. *’ 

He said that Jordan, like Iraq, 
faced an economic embargo tha: 
further weakened its already 
weak economy. “I don't believe 
we took the wrong stand, I be- 
lieve that our stand was misinter- 
preted and misunderstood.” 
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Updating of trade terms expected 
to minimise possibility of error 


By Nor Sad 

Special to the- Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Jordan National 
Committee of the Internation- 
al Chamber - of Commerce 
(ICC), in cooperation with the 
International Trade Centre 
(UNCTAD/GATT), Wednes- 
day, organised a seminar on 
“incoterms 1990**, a newly re- 
vised set of rules and trade 
terms for the interpretation of 
the most commonly used terms 
in foreign trade and contracts. 

- With Europe 1992 
approaching, with economic, 
barriers falling and Western 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
adapting to capitalist economic 
regimes and with computers . 
becoming a necessary produc- 
tivity tool, the ICC saw it was 
time to revise its international 
c omm&rdal terms that rule the 
relations between buyers and 
setters. . 

■ According to Raymond Bat- 
tersby, director of procedures 
at the Sampler Trade Proce- 
dures board (SITPRO), 
another reason that prompted 
the revision was ‘that there 
were two major defects with 
incotenns 1980." 

.They did not take into 
account: the modern trans- 
portation techniques and (fid 
not cater for ■ electronic data 
interchange, “which in the Last 
four to five years, assumed 
greater importance in commer- 
cial and government trading," 
Mr. Battersby, who spoke at 
the seminar, said. 

About 120 bankers, 
businessmen, lawyers and 
transport and shipping com- 
panies participated in the semi- 
nar. 

^Discussions. included topics 
such as explaining individual 
terms, obligations for buyers 
■and sellers and incoterms in 
foe.fotnre. ...... 

.The. official release of in- 
cotertns 90 was July 1 1990 and 


trading companies are ex- 
pected to adopt them im- 
mediately. "The target date of 
enforcing their usage should be 
as soon as possible," Mr. Bai- 
tersby said. 

The implementation of rn- 
cotenns will eliminate uncer- 
tainties of different interpreta- 
tions of a particular term in 
different countries or at least 
reduce it to a considerable 
degree. Furthermore, accord- 
ing to Mr. Battersby, in- 
coierms aim to increase effi- 
ciency, cost saving and com- 
petitiveness. 

“What we are saying to peo- 
ple," said Mr. Battereby.-who ' 
is on the trade terms working 
party, “is that if they build in 
incoteims 90 into their sales 
contracts, then there will be a 
dear definition of what is re- 
quired; for example they will 
blow what their costs are and 
when delivery has been 
effected.” . 

As for foe enforcing of these 
trade terms worldwide, 
another speaker, Dave Green, 
manager-international and cus- 
toms procedures for the . 
Freight Transport Association 
in foe United Kindom, said 
that foe ICC has national orga- 
nisations in many countries, 
indudmg Jordan, where they 
bring in experts to elaborate on 
. foe new terms and procedures. 

Mr. Green and Mr. Batters- 
by have already been to many 
countries educating concerned . 
people on the new terms.” "It 
is a major and long process, 
but over time, that message 
will come across to the trading 
companies," Mr. Green said. 

The most important differ- 
ence between foe amended in- 
coterms 90 and the incoterms 
80 is that they now cater for foe 
use of electronic data inter- 
change rather just paper docu- 
ments, Mr. Green told the 
Jordan Times. “We have also 
tried to make the terms more 


appropriate to contemporary 
trading practices." 

For example, he said, free 
on truck and rail are railway 
terms. But they have been 
widely misused and were ap- 
plied to road transport. 
Another term, FOB aircraft 
(free on board) “was non- 
sense," Mr. Green, said “Be- 
cause it required you to pass 
the goods across the ship's rail 
on an aircraft, which clearly, 
does not exist on an aircraft.” 

Another factor that renders 
the revision of inco terms more 
appropriate to today's environ- 
ment is the widespread and use 
of technology. 

In foe last few years. Mr. 
Green added. “We have seen a 
considerable move to foe use 
of electronic means of trans- 
mission data rather than paper 
documents and that is certain 
to continue over the next de- 
cade." 

Incoterms 90 thus comprises 
a set of internationally agreed 
standards for the interchange 
of structured data as related to 
the trading environment. “In 
this way the possibility of mis- 
keying data that is being rein- 
put to a computer and the 
possibility of transcription 
errors are eliminated if the 
data of one computer is direct- 
ly transmitted into the second 
computer.” 

Since incoterms were first 
introduced in 1936, “there 
have been substantial changes 
in foe way transportation has 
been dealt with and in the way 
documentation has been pro- 
.duced," Mr. Battersby said. 

Thus, incoterms are mod- 
ified often. “I would hope that 
the international trader can sit 
happily knowing that this revi- 
sion (of 13 incoterms) can last 
for some time and that traders 
understand that incoterms are 
important commercially, what- 
ever the circumstances," he 
added. 
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Jordan intensifies efforts to protect 
Palestinians under occupation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan plans 
to issue an appeal to world con- 
science for measures to be taken 
providing protection- to the 
Palestinian people living under 
triads rule in the occupied Arab 
territories, according to President 
of foe' .Jordan National Red 
Crescent Society (JNRCS) 
Ahmad Abu Qonra. 

Dr. Abu Qonra said he would 
issue foe appeal during the forth- 
coming international conference 
by: foe Red Cross and Red Cres- 


cent Societies, to be held in 
Budapest, Hungary, late this* 
year. 

“The Israeli authorities do not 
recognise the Fourth Geneva 
Convention which calls for the 
respect of civilian rights in occu- 
pied areas and do not apply them 
in the occupied regions,” said Dr. 
Aba Qoura in his statement to 
the Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

“Israel is defying world com- 
munity and international princi- 
ples, U.N. resolutions and those 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


’ IJte following listin gs are complied from monthly bulletins and 
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of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC).” 

The International Conference 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent, 
he said, is held every four years to 
look into means of upgrading 
humanitarian services around the 
world. 

The previous conference stres- 
sed the need for the implementa- 
tion of foe Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention and urged the Israeli 
authorities to abide by that con- 
vention in foe occupied Arab 
territories, said Dr. Abu Qoura. 

He said that the international 
conference issued, repeated 
appeals in this respect when it 
convened in Istanbul in 1969. in 
Tehran in 1973, in .Bucharest t in 
1977, in Manila in 1981, and in 
Geneva in 1987. But be said that 
foe Israeli authorities have re- 
jected the convention and is not 
respecting the rights of the civi- 
lian population under occupa- 
tion. 

Dr. Abu Qoura referred to a 
statistical bulletin issued by foe 
ICRC on Jnly 16 and said that it 
contained a List of violations by 
foe Israeli authorities against the 
detained Arab citizens. The 
ICRC bulletin issued a call on foe 
Israelis to abide by the interna- 
tional principles and laws in deal- 
ing with die detainees. 



Mohammad AJ Sahti, the father who made an appeal on the radio for 
a special baby milk formula, visits the Royal Jordanian (RJ) offices to 
thanks for the promptitude with which it answered in providing the 
milk. Seeing him were RJ Director General Hussain Abu Ghazaleh 
(second right), RJ Vice President for Administrative Affairs Zuhair 
Dahman (first left) and (first right) RJ Medical Services Director 
Issam Satameh (Photo by Yousef A1 * Affair) 

Baby milk brought in 
from the Netherlands 


AMMAN (J-T.) — - In response 
to His Majesty King Hussein's 
directives to foe Royal Jordanian 
to provide a special baby milk 
formula, which is not available on 
the local markets, the RJ has 
managed to bring in four tonnes 
of the baby milk from the Nether- 
lands. 

The King’s drectives were 
prompted by an appeal made by 
foe father of an infant who could . 
not find the milk in the local 
market. 

The man, Mohammad Al 
Sahli, made his appeal through a 
five radio programme. 

Upon hearing the appeal, the 
King instructed foe RJ to ask its 
various offices abroad to bring 
sufficient quantities of milk and 
asked foe Health Ministry to 
arrange for providing this milk as 
soon as possible. 

Touched by the King's immedi- 
ate response, the infant’s father 


called' at the Royal Court where 
he was received in audience by 
foe King. He thanked the King 
for his paternal care and for his 
quick response to foe appeal. 

The King issued instructions 
that Mr. Sahli be given perma- 
nent comprehensive medical in- 
surance. 

Later, Mr. Sahli called at foe 
RJ offices where he was received 
by RJ Director General Hussam 
Abu Ghazaleh, RJ Vice Presi- 
dent for Administrative Affairs 
Zuhair Dahmah and by the RJ 
Medical Services Director Issam 
Salameh. 

Mr. Sahli thanked Mr. Abu 
Ghazaleh and foe RJ for its 
prompt action. 

Mr.. Abu Ghazaleh stressed 
that foe RJ would continue to 
follow the path that King Hussein 
has charted for it, and would 
always play its role in serving foe 
country. 



Her Highness Princess Mana Friday presents the Best Net Score group 
winner trophy to Roy Law (Photo by Sultan Abu Al Leil). 

England wins polo competition 


By Mortem Fakhoury 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mike Pike won the 
first prize of the Best Net Score 
Overall Players at the Jordan 
Bisharai Golf Course Nation's 
Cup Competition held Friday. 

England team “B” took the 
title of the Best Net Aggregate 
Score, foliowd by England team 
“A”. Ireland team came in third 
place. 

- Pike scored 82 Gross — 61 Net 
and 21 Handicap — to take the 
overall title and to win two return 
tickets Amman-U.S., courtesy of 
British Airways. 

England team “B" scored 199 
Gross, team “A” scored 205 
Gross and foe Irish team scored 
207 Gross. 

The Best Net Score group win- 


ner was Roy Law who scored 74 
Gross — 62 Net and 12 Handicap 

— to win one first class return air 
ticket Amman-Far East, courtesy 
of Gulf Air. 

He was followed by Japan's 
Yasunaga, who scored 81 Gross 

— 66 Net and 15 Handicap — to 
win one return air ticket Amman- 
London, courtesy of Royal Jorda- 
nian and Col. Gardiner came ra- 
the third. He scored 96 Gross — 
69 Net and 27 Handicap — to win, 
one return air ticket to Germany,- 
courtesy of Lufthansa. 

The trophies were presented by 
Her Highness Princess Muna. 

The event, which attracted 
some 38 competitors, was spon- 
sored by Hotel Jordan Intercon- 
tinental and organised by David 
Haij of the British Embassy in 
Amman. 


Jordanian banks asked to submit 
definite offer for BCCI branches 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian banks 
interested in buying the bran- 
ches in Jordan of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI) have been asked 
to submit definite offers to foe 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
in 10 days* time, informed 
sources said Friday. 

The CBJ move came in reaf- 
firmation of the government's 
decision not to order a liquida- 
tion of BCCI operations in 
Jordan, noted the sources, who 
said the CBJ request for speci- 
fic offers came during a meet- 
ing held Thursday. 

Representatives of seven 
leading Jordanian banks 
attended foe meeting along 
with representatives of BCCI 
and a committee appointed by 
the CBJ to supervise the affairs 
of foe three BCCI branches in 
the Kingdom, the sources told 
the Jordan Times. 

"The seven Jordanian 
banks, which have expressed 
interest in acquiring one or 
more of foe BCCI branches, 
were asked to come up with 
definite individual offers for 
consideration by the CBJ," 
said one of foe sources. "The 
Central Bank gave them 10 
days to submit their offers in 
view of a sense of urgency in 
moves to settle the issue of 
BCCI once and for all.” added 
the source, who preferred 
anonymity. 


According ro a senior offi- 
cial, the CBJ is “keeping its 
options open and no decision 
has been made whether to sell 
all three branches to one single 
bank.” 

There is conviction in Jorda- 
nian banking circles that there 
is no threat to local depositors 
with foe three BCCI branches 
and all liabilities of the bank 
are adequately covered. 

Meanwhile, some political 
pundits and banking experts 
are raising questions over the 
broader issue of foe European 
and American crackdown on 
BCCI, which is accused in 
Europe as well as the U.S. of 
running front operations for 
clandestine deals, including 
drug trafficking, gun-running 
and coffee-smuggling. 

“Every international bank 
has its own skeletons in the 
cupboard and shady deals,” 
argued one economic expert. 
“It will not be an exaggeration 
to say that the behind-the- 
scene operations undertaken 
by BCCI could take a backseat 
to some of those carried out by 
some of international giants in 
foe field of banking,” said foe 
expert, who also preferred 
anonymity^ 

“That is of course not to 
justify BCCI actions or defend 
the bank," he asserted. "But 
the question nobody is asking 
in Jordan is why BCCI has 
been singled out on the inter- 
national level...” 

Dr. Maher Al Waked, ex- 


ecutive director of the Bank of 
Jordan, said he also thinks that 
there is “some element" of 
truth in charges that politics 
were at work behind the crack- 
down on BCCI. 

But. he said. “I don't think 
politics — specifically that the 
BCCI is a Third World-owned 
institution with extensive con- 
nections in the Arab World — 
— were foe major reasons be- 
hind the move against foe 
bank.” 

“Other international banks 
may or may not be involved in 
clandestine deals, but the mag- 
nitude of BCCI involvement 
was so visible that one cannot 
simply categorically argue that 
the Arab ownership and Third 
World management were the 
only factors behind the West- 
ern seizure of foe bank," he 
said. 

Dr. Fahed Fanek, a noted 
Jordanian analyst, said he be- 
lieved that “there is indeed 
truth in charges that BCCI was 
involved in malpractices, but 
foe timing of the move against 
the bank indicates that political 
forces could have been at 
work." 

“It was known for quite 
some time that there were 
banking malpractices in BCCI, 
but the (West) was keeping a 
blind eye towards it," Dr. 
Fanek noted. “So now foe 
sudden crackdown on foe bank 
points to something more than 
just moving against a bank 
with malpractices.” 


Seminar tackles unemployment 


By Malta Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Only 20 people 
showed up at the symposium 
entitled “Solutions for Unem- 
ployment'' held Wednesday in the 
conference ball of the . Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC) that is 
designed to house more than 500 
people. The symposium was open 
to the public. 

Speakers at the symposium 
were Dr. Ahmad Hamoudeh and 
Dr. Abdullah Al Zoubi who gave 
statistics of unemployment since 
1960 and presented a few ideas 
that they proposed as solution for 
solving foe problem of unemploy- 
ment in Jordan. 

“We are here to discuss one of 
the biggest problems facing our 
country today, yet judging from 
the turn of people I am gening 
foe impression that people do not 
see unemployment as a prob- 
lem." Dr. Hamoudeh said. “But 
I still insist that unemployment is 
a danger threatening our country 
economically and solutions to 
overcome this must be found.” 

Dr. Hamoudeh defined unem- 

Higher Education 
Council appointed 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree 
has appointed the following as mem- 
bers to the Higher Education Council 
for a period of three years as of July 
13: Secretary General of the Higher 
Education Ministry Ahmad Al 
Bashahrh as representative of the 
public community colleges, Dean of 
the Queen ABa College $amjh Abu 
Vfaghli as representative of die pri- 
vate community colleges, Thouqan 
Al Hindawi. Abdul SaJarn Al Majali, 
Taber Kanaan. Izzeddin Al Khatib Al 
Tamimi, Raotif Abu Jaber'and Janet 
Al Mufti as members. The council is 
headed by the minister of Khigher 
education. 


ployment as the inability to match 
people seeking a job with the 
appropriate “job-slots" in the job 
market and explained that this 
could be due to the fact that some 
fields are over- saturated. 

"Part of foe reason behind job 
non-availability is because uni- 
versities in Jordan are accepting 
students into fields that are not 
required in the present job mar- 
ket, ” Dr. Hamoudeh said. 

The solutions suggested by Dr. 
Hamoudeh included the adoption 
of programmes controlling 
population grouqh so that a ba- 
lance is created between available 
jobs and population growth. 

He also expressed the need for 
an alternative market where to 
sell Jordanian made products. “It 
is npi enough to say that the 
political situation resulted in the 
loss of markets for Jordanian 
products. There is dire need to 
find alternatives for Jordanians to 
continue selling their products. 
Making the goods or growing 


their crops creates work for 
Jordanians,” he said. 

Dr. Hamoudeh also empha- 
sised that land in itself “calls for 
foe people of Jordan to work on 
it. There are many jobs available 
in land-related fields." 

“A more pressing need to solve 
unemployment is to find new 
ways to measure foe number of 
unemployed job-seekers here," 
Dr. AJ Zoubi said. 

He mentioned that unemploy- 
ment figures reached an unpre- 
cedented 17 per cent. He also 
said that unemployment for 
women bad reached 60 per cent. 

“The unemployment figures 
for women are very high because 
more women are getting their 
education. In a way this is a good 
sign as only educated women can 
compete for jobs on the job 
market and only educated women 
would appear on the statistics. 
Unemployment figures indicate a 
higher level of education,” he 
said. 


REQUIRED 

‘Regional computer company specialised in selling and 
maintaining computers and operating systems of all 
categories is in need of new dynamic university graduates 
in Electrical and/or Computer Engineering to work as 
trainees. 

Applicants must send in the following: 

1. Photocopy of graduation certificate. 

■2. Copy of the transcript of grades. 

3. Personal photo. 

4. Brief Curriculum Vitae. 

5. Photocopy of passport. 

Applicants must have completed their military service. 

Please send the above to the following address: 
Personnel Officer . 

P.O.Box 5594 Amman, Jordan. 

Application will be treated with discretion. 

Only the adequate applicants shall be contacted. 
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Facts of life and 
journey to peace 

U.S. Secretary of Stale James Baker may well be nominated 
for this year’s Nobel Prize for his efforts on behalf of peace 
in this region. Short of w inning that or any other trophy, the 
secretary certainly deserves praise and appreciation for the 
amoun t of time, energy and travel that he has dedicated for 
the purpose of solving the intractable Arab- Israeli conflict 
and its central cause, the Pales tinian problem. We remain as 
hopeful as he is that the planned peace conference vrfll be 
crowned with success and followed by lasting peace and 
stability in this troubled part of the world. 

For thk to happen, both Arabs and Israelis need to want 
peace and seek it actively, as the secretary and his president 
have repeatedly said. Bat in order to realise the desired 
objective, that has to he more than sincere wishes and 
wishful thinking on the .part of the antagonists and the 
mediators. The peace process itself has to be anchored to 
solid foundations that are capable of producing results and 
at the same time enshrined in international legitimacy and 
U.N. resolutions. 

In plain words, the Israelis have got to understand and 
heed some facts of life in the Arab World if they do not know 
them already, and if they truly seek peace with justice. 

First, the Palestinian representatives to peace talks have 
to be authentic and legitimate. In other words, they have to 
have the recognition and backing of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), the side and legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people. This is essential and necessary not 
only because the PLO is and should be an active participant 
in the search for peace but also because Israel cannot choose 
its enemies and determine with whom it can negotiate 
amongst the Palestinians. 

Second, Jerusalem is not an issue that concerns only 
Palestinians and Israelis. The International community per' 
se, has to be involved in determining its future. A brief look 
at the city's ancient and contemporary history would tefl us 
why this is necessary. For the Israelis therefore to impose 
conditions on whether a Palestinian delegate from East 
Jerusalem cannot be part of the joint delegation is totally 
unacceptable. 

Third, the Arab side is not attending the October 
conference as if walking into a park. Conducting direct 
negotiations with the Israelis a understandably still a highly 
emotional and charged issue among the Arab masses, 
especially when the Israelis continue to ding to their “Eretz 
Israel” slogans and build Jewish settlements mi usurped 
Arab land. The Arabs will be attending the conference to 
achieve results, namely to bring about a just and lasting 
solution to their conflict with the Israelis. Failure of the 
negotiations to attain this goal might not hurt the Israelis in 
the short term, bnt it will have a devastating effect in the 
Arab World, in the way of rising extremism and despera- 
tion, reflecting mi Israel itself later on. 

While we appreciate Mr. Baker’s sincerity and hard work 
and are keen to see his efforts succeed, we call on him to be 
aware of those facts of life that that we have live with in the 
Arab World. It is up to him to ensure that Che Israelis are 
not in on this to wreck the peace boat even before it sets sail. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE Israeli “yes” reply to U.S. Secretary of State Janies Bakers* 
plan does not mean a “yes” in the full sense of the word, because 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir said yes on condition that 
agreement should first be reached on the Palestinian people’s 
representation at the negotiations, said Al Ra’i Arabic daily 
Friday. This is a tactical move by Israel which has continued until 
the last minute to lay obstacles in the path of peace, the paper 
noted. It is therefore clear that the intransigent Israeli stand has 
not changed, but wbat has happened is a mere a playing with the 
words to make Israel appear as if it is willing to participate in the 
peace process and for that matter, the Palestinians should offer 
concessions, the paper noted. It is feared also that Washington's 
open welcome of Israel's move is meant as a sort of pressure on 
the Palestinian people to comply with the Israeli conditions, the 
paper added. Between now and October, when the proposed 
peace conference is expected to be convened, the Arab countries 
ought to concert their position and take a joint stand vis-a-vis all' 
aspects related to the Palestine issue, advised the paper. It said 
that the Arabs have to remember that time passes quickly and 
there can be no room for further delay, otherwise they would be 
exposed to pressure leading to capitulation rather than peace. 

U.S. Secretary of State James Baker's sixth visit to the region was 
tackled by Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily which described it as the 
most difficult yet. The paper said in this visit Mr. Baker is trying 
to reach agreement with the Shamir government on a final 
formula concerning the representation of the Palestinian people 
at the coming peace conference. For this reason. Mr. Baker has 
started his visit in Israel and he is expected to find more 
difficulties than ever before, the paper said. Mr. Baker will find 
his mission difficult m Israel where he cannot exercise any 
pressure, but he would not find any difficulty in persuading the 
Arab parties because the U.S. administration can easily exercise 
pressure on them, the paper noted. The U.S. administration 
sometimes finds itself impotent in the face of the conditions 
placed by Israel and the obstacles that impede its course of action, 
the paper said. Instead of replying definitely and dearly that it is 
oriented towards peace and accepts the Baker plan, Israel has 
rained Mr. Baker and the U.S. administration with questions 
about the Palestinian representation and Washington's interpreta- 
tions of U.N. Security Council Resolution 242, the paper 
continued. In his talks with the Shamir government, Mr. Baker is 
bound to encounter issues which he did not expect and it is feared 
that the U.S. secretary would turn his attention to exercising 
pressure on the Arab parties instead of Israel, the paper added. It 
said that it is feared that the Palestinian representation question 
would be settled at the expense of the Palestinians and the dty of 
Jerusalem. 


One year later: The Arab future unfolds 


ONE year after the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait on Aug- 2, 1990, 
the Middle East appears relatively calm on the surface. Kuwait is 
liberated, Iraq ' humbled, Arabs and Israelis grope for the 
negotiating table, there is talk of regional arms control, and 
Western troops in Turkey are poised to protect Iraqi Kurds. 

But in this ancient and mysterious land of scorching city asphalt 
anH desert mirages, the surface lies, and the calm is only a 
momentary pause. Beneath the surface, political and emotional 
forces are at play that will determine the fiiture of the region in a 
far • more decisive manner than the fireworks and joystick display 
put on earlier this year by the U.S.-led military coalition. 

The military equation of the Gulf war was dear, predictable, 
decisive and brutal. The political foolhardiness of Iraq and the 
technological overkill of the United States combined to generate 
one of history’s most senseless and costly wars. Its total cost, 
including reconstruction, lost business and income, and rearma- 
ment, wiD reach S300-S400 billion. 

The deeper Middle East political equation was largely un- 
affected by the liberation of Kuwait. One year after the start of 
the Gulf crisis, the people of the Middle East continue doing what 
they had been doing during the previous decade — engaging in a 
fateful struggle for the future of the Arab World. At its simplest, 
the struggle pits those who seek Arab democracy, pluralism, 
regional integration, and national dignity against those who reflag 
their tankers and then their entire countries, fear democratic 
chang e, rent Western armies, and look to foreign emperors for 
security. 

The future of the Middle East will be determined not by 
foreign armies, but by the ability of its own people to deal with a 
range of urgent and serious problems that have caused the 
average Arab person considerable suffering and humiliation in 
recent years. These include: 

— the Arab-Israeli conflict, which humiliates the Arab masses, 
allows Arab autocrats to exploit tbis grassroots shame, and 
maintains the region in the double grip of domestic tyranny and 
militarism; 

— economic regression and disparities, with Arab foreign debt 
having risen ten-fold since 1980 to over $200 billion, the cost of 
the Gulf war promising further Arab pauperisation, and per 
capita income throughout the region ranging from a low of $250 to 
a high of $15,000; 

— wasteful militarism, with the region having spent $800 billion 
on security since 1975. leading the world in military spending, 
arms imports, and soldiers per capita ratios — yet it is still 
insecure, violent, and unstable.; 

— lack of democracy, pluralism and human rights, for the 
Middle East has been largely a horror show of autocracy and 
despotisms, padfied by state violence; 

— population growth and food and water shortages, as 3.8 per 
cent annual population growth has seen the Arab World less and 
less able to feed itself; the Arabs’ food self-sufficiency rate has' 


By Rami G. Khoori 

d eclin ed from 91 per cent to 61 per cent since I960, we spend 
around $17 billion a year on food imports, and every Arab 
country except Iraq already feces water shortages. 

These issues will determine the future of the region, just as they 
caused the Arab people to revolt against their own failed political 
orders since the early 1980s. Under die banners of Islamic 
fundamentalism, democratic pluralism, pan-Arab nationalism, or 
a combination of all three, the Arab people established nascent 
democracies in Algeria, Tunisia, Sudan, Egypt, Jordan and 
Yemen, and prodded liberalisation and democratic reconstruction 
in Lebanon, Morocco, Somalia and Mauritania. Some democra- 
cies, such as Sudan’s and Lebanon’s, were short-lived end flawed, 
and will be revived; others, such as Egypt’s, are brittle, but will 
strengthen in time. 

This indigenous Arab drive for humane, responsive and 
accountable political systems will now continue throughout the 
rest of the region, eventually transforming Iraq, Syria, Libya and 
all the Gulf oil producers. It will not be determined by the impact 
of smart bombs commanded by foolish diplomacy, but by the 
anger and political maturity of the indigenous people themselves. 
The. Arabs are demanding that their societies be governed 
through democracy and decency, and they will achieve this aim 
regardless if they are rich or poor. 

Rich Arabs in the Gulf, like the people of South Korea and 
Taiwan, will demand democracy because they will be shamed by 
rising material standards of living while their political system 
remains stuck m the feudal power flows of the Middle Ages. The 
poor Arabs of the rest of the region, like Poland and Haiti, will 
demand democracy as the only means to escape poverty and 
regression, and to build viable states by tapping the energy and 
resourcefulness of the people. Poverty and wealth will both lead 
to the same conclusion: the Arab people must be treated as 
human beings by their governments, or they will challenge and 
replace those governments. 

The battle for democracy in the Gulf will be most clear in 
Kuwait, where the democratic opposition has regrouped and 
resumed its drive for more republican and responsive govern- 
ment. In Kuwait we witness an unprecedented phenomenon: rich 
Arabs who are also angry, humiliated and scared, who suffered 
occupation, torture, resistance, exile, destruction, humiliation, 
death, and the pain of pleading to the world for help. Kuwaitis 
compressed into seven months the same sentiments felt by 
Palestinians. Jordanians, Lebanese, Syrians. Algerians, Tunisians 
and other Arabs during the past seven decades of fighting 
European/Israeli/American imperialism and neocolonialism. 
Many Kuwaitis have finally spun free from the materialistic orbits 
of London and Houston. They have learned what it means to be 
Arab, to suffer personal humiliation and national degradation, to 
see your country disappear, and then to bum. all the while being 
ridiculed by the rest of the world as medieval spendthrifts and 
ingrates. 


When their anger and vindictiveness abate, Kuwato wffl 
demand to know if their trauma could have been avoided, if their- 
national policies could have generated security tbrm^^mqre 
coherent integration of resources with the rest of the ArabWorid, 
instead of ^investing $150 billion of public and private nmneym 
EuSpe. North America and Japan. In this tranmatoed Trtde 
country today full of gum. anger, soot and uncertainty the 
peopled Kuwait may apcartiead the drive for for 

accountable and responsible governments in the Guff/Ihe etrmv 
of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait will try told ro 
be able to do so for a short while. But like 
Ceausescu, the Duvaliers, and George Wallace before thet^ they . 
will soon learn of the impotence of guns and money m the face pf> : 
people determined to live in freedom and jhgnrty.^ ^ 

One year after the Gulf crisis erupted, it is dear that qqiffierthe- 
Iraqi brand of militaristic and autocratic govenune^^te, 
materialistic oligarchies represented by Kuwaiti pohticsl Toie- 
respond to the aspirations and rights of foe Arab peqp^Qag.. 
yearon, we see hundreds of thousands of Iraqi childre n on the - 
verge of death and disability, and we see the KuWaiti^avOTF ' 
ment offering cash grants to hire its citizens back home? These are 
signs of an Arab World that is sick and tortured, mat denigrates, . 
thehonour and dignity of individuals in favour of keepmgpqwer . 
and wealth in the hands of a few men and families who are ne£9ieH 
elected by their people nor accountable to them. ; 

The message from our region has not changed since foeeaiiy ; 
1980s- The Arabs/Muslims of the Middle East will nptreafafit the 
only people in the entire world to resist detwxraiie.&a^;: 
regional integration, social and economic justice, and xixrqtbm: 
law. We will tolerate neither the homegrown despotism .-^hat- 
reigns in Iraq and most of the Arab countries that weremeinb«g 
oftfae U.S.-led cash register coalition, nor foe specfte>ofv 
American/British technological barbarism paid for ky. Arab;.ofl> 
money. " . 

We defy our own despots, we spit in the race of the: We stern, 
emperor, and we yearn yet for a common Arab and Semitic home.’ 
— a rational, free, democratic and integrated Arab Nffljon f ;a ; ; 
stable and secure Middle East where Arabs, Iranians, Turks -ahd 
Israelis, Christians, Muslims and Jews all live in pe^yWbcreftie- 
djarfft morality of our Abrahamic family reigns trhimphaut^qver/ 
the junk morality of Western neo-colonialism . 

A dream, you say? Perhaps. But ten years ag&. sb 
democratic Poland, a South Africa dismantling apartheid.ora 
Soviet president hobnobbing with the G-7 leaders. 

A shorter version of tbis article appeared in the New York Tt^s 
op-ed page on Aug. 2. The author is currently writihgabook 
entitled “Lines in the Sand: The Roots of Arab Anger and ihc^ 
Future of the Middle East. ” to be published in New Yorklhis 
autumn by Lawrence Hill Books. • 


On the defensive in quest for peace 

S hif ting sands of the Middle East played havoc 
in Jordan’s offensive capability on peace front 


By Nexmeen Murad 

THROUGHOUT die years, 
since Israel occupied Jeru- 
salem and the West Bank in 
the 1967 war, Jordan viewed 
peace with Israel as the corner- 
stone of its foreign policy. It 
was only justifiable, given the 
fact that the Kingdom's econo- 
mic problems and the scarcity 
of its water and natural re- 
sources dictated that a solution 
to the Palestinian problem 
would also free it from its 
defence and security burdens 
taxing its finances. 

However, Jordan’s sincere 
quest for peace was frustrated, 
on the one hand by Israeli 
intransigence and refusal to 
accept the land-for-peace for- 
mula and, on the other, by 
Palestinian and Arab rivalry 
and in-fighting. The U.S. con- 
tinued support of Israel and its 
“security needs” also did not 
add any credence, in the Arab 
psyche, to peace proposals 
which seemed only to require 
concessions from Arab states 
in general and Palestinians in 
particular. 

But the situation has 
changed since that time. Syria, 
for the first time, accepted 
direct peace talks with the 
Israelis. The PLO, still recog- 
nised by the Palestinians at 
large and the Arabs as the sole 
representative of the Palesti- 
nians, has suffered a setback in 
the wake of the Gulf war not 
only because it lost the Arab 
financial backing it enjoyed 
from the Gulf states, but also 
because it lost the backing of 
Iraq, a strong and outspoken 
ally in the Middle East. 

In the aftermath of the Gulf 
war, the Arab states of the 
region started manoeuvering 
to place themselves in the best 
position to benefit from the 
new world order or to avoid 
incurring damage that would 
ensue if they did not fit. Fully 
aware of the new realities in 
the region and with its Arab 
rival out of the game, Syria was 
quick to exploit its alliance 
with the U.S. during the Gulf 
crisis to its advantage. 

Jordan, likewise, also found 
itself in a position where it had 
to manoeuvre. On the Arab 
level it needed to restore good 
relations to regain Arab aid, 
and to substitute for the loss of 
Iraq's strength in the Arab' 
balance of power. It sought to 
forge a stronger negotiating 
position for foe Arab ride. 
Being the only Arab country 
experimenting with democracy 
east of the Mediterranean, Jor- 


dan was the only country in 
which anti-peace voices were 
being heard. Hence the gov- 
ernment endeavoured to jus- 
tify its decision to enter into 
peace talks in a manner that 
sometimes bordered on out- 
right defence. 

Jordan has always realised 
that the military option could 
not be favourable to the Arab 
side in the short-term at least. 
The country has always advo- 
cated United Nations resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 as the found- 
ations for any solution to the 
Palestinian problem. During 
the past 23 years, it accepted 
every peace initiative, includ- 
ing the Rogers plan, the 
Reagan plan and any number 
of European and Soviet prop- 
osals in hope they might lead 
to a breakthrough and even- 
tual peace. 

At this time in Jordan's his- 
tory, and as increasing interna- 
tional attention is forged to 
bring the feuding parties to the 
negotiations table, the govern- 
ment has gone out of its way to 
give reasons for its decision to 
participate. 

Why now? 

Analysts cite several de- 
velopments in Jordan and in 
the region to explain the gov- 
ernment’s moves. 

The combination of these 
factors, analysts maintain, war- 
ranted that Jordan's officials 
repeatedly explain why Jordan 
decided to do exactly what it 
has been saying it wanted since 
1967. 

For one, all the ingredients 
of the old formula that has 
dominated the region’s politic- 
al thinking towards the Arab- 
Israeli conflict have crumbled. 
A much repeated saying in 
Middle East political circles is: 
“You cannot have war without 
Egypt and you cannot have 
peace without Syria.” The feet 
that Egypt unilaterally signed a 
peace agreement with Israel 
ten years ago naturally wrote- 
off die war option. 

Iraq, which led the campaign 
to ostracise Egypt after its 
peace accord with Israel, prop- 
osed itself as an alternative 
Arab military might to counter 
Israel and offered itself as the 
backbone to those who still 
believed in the holy war op- 
tion. With Iraq's defeat in the 
Gulf war, that option com- 
pletely fell through, leaving the 
Arab World, and most im- 
porantiy the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, with only 
pne option, namely peace with 
Israel. 

When U.S. Secretary of 


States James Baker launched 
his Middle East peace effort 
following the Gulf war, it was 
naturally assumed by many 
political pundits that Syria will 
not accept the American ideas 
for Arab-Israeli peace. The de- 
lay in Damascus replaying to 
President George Bush's com- 
promise proposals was inter- 
preted to mean that President 
Hafez Al Assad was seeking a 
better bargaining position for 
the Arab side at the peace 
talks. 

Jordan, naturally, hoped 
that Syria would at least stick 
to its conditions that it 
announced at the beginning or 
Mr. Baker’s Middle East shut- 
tles. 


With almost everybody 
saying “yes” to talks 
and with the superpow- 
ers’ call Wednesday, 
the stage seems to be set 
for everyone to play 
their cards on the nego- 
tiating table for the first 
time. And when the 
process gets into motion 
in October, the Jorda- 
nian leadership, hopes 
it long-held its vision of 
peace will triumph, in 
spite of all the difficul- 
ties. 


Against this backdrop of 
events, the Jordanians, repre- 
sented by their deputies at the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
pressed the government to ex- 
plain why it was accepting 
American-proposed peace 
talks at a time when the Arabs 
were weakest and the PLO, by 
its own admission, fragmented. 

The post-Gulf war structure 
of the Middle East is only too 
dear to Jordanians. As one 
observer put it: “Tbe Arab 
public knows that there is a 
lack of balance in any forth- 
coming negotiations between 
Arabs . and Israel. Israel now 
dictates the rales.” 

Furthermore, die appoint- 
ment of a Palestinian-born pre- 
mier, Taher Masri. further 
served the contention of those 
who feared the PLO was being 
mitten off as aay significant 
political player in the Middle 


East peace game. The govern- 
ment's task was made even 
more difficult by the fact that 
Mr. Masri was seeking the 
confidence of the Lower 
House concurrently with a 
U.S. announcement that Mr. 
Baker will return to Jordan ant 
that the peace efforts were not 
dead. 

Syria's simultaneous 
announcement that it will enter 
direct talks with Israel uncon- 
ditionally, served as a double- 
edged sword. On the one hand 
the fact that tbe ever-resiliant 
Syria was making major shifts 
towards peace could only add 
credibility to Jordan’s peace 
seeking position i.e. if Jordan’s 
big neighbour wanted peace 
what else could Jordan do? But 
on the other hand, Syria’s 
announcement also pulled the 
rug from under Jordan's feet. 

The Kingdom had hoped 
that Syria's influence could be 
utilised to add strength to its, 
and to the PLO's insistence on 
American and Israeli guaran- 
tees that Israel would return 
land for peace and that the 
conference would meet 
periodically to assess its suc- 
cess or lack of it. 

Naturally, going on the de- 
fensive was Jordan’s immedi- 
ate course. It sought to placate 
parliamentarians and political 
parties which were apprehen- 
sive of all the peace overtures 
by opening channels of dia- 
logue with the different trends 
of political thinking in the 
country. 

Its task was made even more 
difficult by the fact that the 
Muslim Brotherhood Move- 
ment which rejects any peace 
moves with Israel and holds a 
total of 23 seats in tbe House, 
had just been excluded from 
the Cabinet and, therefore, 
was poised to lead a strong 
opposition in the House. 

Premier Masri, after several 
rounds of highly-charged 
attacks from the opposition, 
met with lower house deputies 
and senators in a bid to lay out 
Jordan's economic and politic- 
al reality. He explained that 
Jordan would fall victim to 
increased economic pressures 
from the West and Arab states 
if it footdragged on U.S. peace 
efforts. It would be politically 
isolated especially since Syria 
has already signed on the trip 
to peaoe. The country wants to 
redirect its funding from de- 
fence to development and it 
fears further influx of Palesti- 
nians from the occupied terri- 
tories, tbe Gulf states and the 
diaspora if a solution to their 


problem was not found. The 
country also needed to forge a 
regional water agreement to 
ensure enough provision of ibis 
basic utility to fts citizens. 

Another issue that worried 
Jordanians, and still does, is 
Palestinian representation . 
Israel demands veto power 
over foe composition of foe 
delegation and insists it should 
only comprise Palestinians 
from foe occupied territories, 
excluding occupied East Jeru- 
salem. 

Publicly, the PLO, at its 
weakest,' ostracised by Arabs 
and foe West alike and despite 
its status as tbe sole legitimate 
representative of the people 
whose future is at the centre of 
any Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
found itself sidelined. So, 
going on the offensive was the 
PLO’s option, publicly reject- 
ing any formula which dilutes 
its representative status but 
privately discussing various 
forms and means to ensure that 
foe opportunity at hand for 
peace was not lost. 

At the same time, Jordan 
also continued to defend its 
position by insisting that the 
Kingdom had a list of national 
interests it wanted to discuss 
during tbe conference but did 
nqt foil to underline the very 
essence of its relaSons with the 
Palestinian people. 

“Jordan has its idiosyncrasy 
and significance because of its 
closeness to the Palestinian 
issue,” Premier Masri said in 
an interview published July 28. 

Mr. Masri must have been 
alluding to the feet that a large 
percentage of Jordanian 
citizens are of Palestinian ori- 
gin and that PLO factions have 
considerable presence on the 
political arena. 

The feet that the PLO was 
also maneouvering its position 
and is still to reveal its final 
word on foe process made the 
government task all the more 
difficult. Jordanian offi cials 
stress, publicly and privately, 
that they are waiting for the 
PLO to decide. With almost 
everybody saying “yes” to 
talks and with foe superpow- 
ers’ call Wednesday, foe stay 
seems to be set for everyone to 
play their cards on foe neGo- 
uating table for foe first time. 
And when the process gets into 
morion in October, the Jorda- 
nian leadership, hopes it long- 
held vision of peace will 
triumph, inspire of all foe diffi- 
culties. 

The writer is a member of the 
Jordan Times editorial staff. 


Palestinians 
meet V- W’ 
Baker 

(Continued from pagei).. 

Baker said he- had notetf some 
flexibility but be refused ~to .be 
drawn further. . " 

Mr. Husseini said he ho p ed 
that “within days and tiof'weds 
or months a firm and dearaosnsfej 
will emerge from lfetaftuiiim& 
We. hope that all oor efforts aad 
foe efforts of those mtfePLG 
will help push forward foe peace 
process and allow . if to haw 
fruits, so that we can teach. 3 
comprehensive peace . whidi wffl 
give Palestinians the rigi&ttiselfi 
determination, allow tbelxrikiiiig 
of the state and provide rpal arid 
comprehensive peace not only fen 
Palestinians but for all foe people 
in foe area Arabs and fenreUt" 
Asked whether he wifl psatich 
pate in foe peace conference Mr 
Husseini said: “I didn’t get foe 
impression that we mil not bs 
part of the peace process.” * 
Ms. Ashrawi said, mtesponse 
to a question about foe Pale& 
nian position vis-a-vis' the rest'd 
foe parties, “we are- not txyfogjic 
make people happy to safe 
guard our national rights.*’ . 

When asked if foe ^S: accept- 
ance of foe Palestinian right ql 
determination conld-be made in 
return to the exclusion of Palesti- 
nians from foe diaspora,' Mr. 
Husseini said “retf-detenniiuition 
is not foe price of any thing / 1 . 

Regarding answers to' some of 
the Palestinian questions Mr. 
Husseini said thqt Mr. Baker 
“has given ns foe U.S. position 
on the interpretation ofU.N.Se- 
t-rinty Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 regarding land for peace. 
We were promised that this wfll 
be given to us in writing atod that 
all memos of mideri teiiitinj 
be made available to all jades’*. 

Mr. Husseini cohfiriued that 
the issues of land and water (hir- 
ing the interim period were fos- 
c ** ssec * and specific questions^OT 
these issues were answered but 
that the Americans are consider-' 
m 8 the answers. to .them. 

The PLO Friday leased., the 
force Palestinians who. initf ' Witfe 
Mr. B aker, saying foey had 
accurately represented tbe orga* 
msa turn’s stance towards MK^ 2 
peace talks. ; v , ; 
“These individualsvy^fo'2- 
“andate from the mj&qirtj*. 
Mr. Baker’s attention to foedsni^ 
S 61 _ toK»nditiorial' American 

conditions intended to abortTtfce 
Peace process,” the- 

newvagency WAFA- sakL-qaot-. 

ing x ^ L 2. ^»kesmap. 

xi/ITT. Spokesman, according^ 

WAFA, saidrthe 

mans who met Mr. BakeF *^fcran5^ 

“»tted 

s P onse to foe : con vocatiba xrfvs 

peace conference, foe- SBOcesi /^ 
^hich depends ow 'tfw mirfc - 
mentation Of ttN.Z^Securift 
Resohfoohs.242 
and recognition pf .foe/ 

j cgiti macy in represeo 

2 e rtun afe ; rights, rihfoo-palee*-: 
018111 people.”' , -v.-- 
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* pr ospects In (be Middle 

^East region bibght of U.S. 

■ jgcre tajy cf State : James Baker’s - 
■;-■ I6uii» -awf ■ dii U^S. admimstra- 
-txM’s plana attracted most of the' 
7' "'*ritras aatj the columnists in the 
Arahfc pres£- 

■■*“ A cd liimuis tin Sawt ai Shaab 
.. daily placed. the. responsibility of 
.. fewemg Israel topuJ! omits forces 

- from the oopupipd territories and 
achieving a genuine peace ill the 
region squarely on the U.S.- 
Sovict summit and the American- 
Soviet leaderships -which axe 
sponsoring the peace process. 

Saiaineh Ekour said lhai the 
superpowers should not allow 
Israeli Prime Monster Yitzahk 
/Shamir tp place obstacles in the 
form of the Palestinian repre- 
sentation because such obstacles 
can only lead to an abortive 
conference, an objective that 
would be welcomed by Israel. As 
-long as U.S. President George 
Bush and his *Hi« together with 
. the Soviet Union have borne the 
responsibility of establishing 
peace through the implementa- 
tion of the international legitima- 

- cy, the writer noted, they alone 

can forts Israel to implement 
U.7^. resolutions so as peace can 
prevail. . . 

In tbc coming peace negotia- 
tions, the Arabs hold no crump 
card, especially in the absence of 
Iraq and the PLO, and the Un- 
ited States and Israel can exercise 
all sons of pressure on the Arab 
parties, said columnist Fabed A] 
Fanek. Writing in Al Ra'i daily, 
the columnist said that in the 
coming negotiations, die Amer- 
icans and the Israelis can wrest 
any concessions they need in 
Israel’s interests and die Arabs 
would not see an end to Israel’s 
presence in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

Tins gloomy .picture is reflected 
in an article by Falchri Kawar who 
writes- for Al Ra’i - daily. The 
Arabs under the present dr- 
cumstances are tmabie to impose 
their conditions and die coining 
negotiations would be simply be- 
tween the murderer and the vic- 
tim, the writer noted ^ As long as 
the murderer is holding the 
weapon and the victim is tying 
down . helpless, no mtemational 
legitimacy can . be implemented 
and no justice can be established, 
said Vb; Kawar. * - - 

Negotiations from a very weak 
stand is tike giving in to fee. 
aggressors demand of remaining 
in opr Arab lands for ever, 
although deep down we are de- 
manding that the Israelis pull out 
from all Arab territories mid fee 
Palestinians have their own state 
in Palestine,- the cohunnist said. 

He said that the whole question 
would be left to fee future gen- 
erations to settle and fee Arabs 
should refrain from surrendering 
to IsraelVdemands and dictates. 

The restoration of national 
rights .and Lands, said another 
cohmimst , can never be achieved 
through ’‘embarrassing’* the 
enemy wife mere words because 
the ag g ressors do not understand 
this tactic. ‘ 

Diyab MJchadmeh said in Al 
. Dostour that wbat-has been taken 
by force can only be regained by 
the force of will, unity and deter- 


mination. The writer echoed Mr. 
. Kawar 's views that the Arabs 
should leave the question of re- 
gaining Arab rights to the future 
generations if the present ones 
are incapable of carrying out the 
mission wife honour. 

- - A -columnist in Sawt AI Shaab 
daily said that the Americans 
paved the ground for Arab capi- 
tulation in tbc coming negotia- 
tions by first making sure that 
Iraq has no military power to lend 
a helping hand to its sister states. 
The Americans devastated Iraq's 
power and continues to impose 
an embargo on fee Iraqis to 
isolate them from the rest of the 
Arab World feus paving fee 
ground for easy negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Arab states, 
said Dr. Ahmad Al KharJb. 

The writer said that the Arabs 
are indeed surprised over 
.Washington's sudden assault on 
peace after remaining silent for 
more than a quarter of a century' 
about Israel's occupation of Arab 
land in defiance of the interna- 
tional community's resolutions. 
But they should not be surprised 
because this feverish race for the 
peace negotiations is designed to 
exploit fee consequences of the 
Gulf war for Israel’s benefit and 
to ensure that the Arabs, who are 
now in total disarray, would suc- 
cumb to Israel's terms and condi- 
tions, the writer noted. 

Il is dear feat Israel is making 
one gam after the other at a time 
when the Arab side is offering 
one concession to the aggressors 
after another, said Khalil Sawa- 
hiri in Al Dustour daily.. The 
writer said that since Mr. Baker 
started his Middle Hast tours it 
was clear feat fee U.S. adminis- 
tration warned the Arabs to suc- 
cumb to the Israeli will, after 
having dealt wife the Iraqi threat 
to fee Jewish state. Now that 
Israel is fee sole predominant 
power in fee region, said fee 
writer, it can force the Arabs to 
cancel the PLO. forget about 
Israel pullout from the occupied 
Arab lands, and consider U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 as history. He said the 
Israelis can never stop tire settle- 
ment programme in the Arab 
land and will continue to pursue 
aggressive policies for ever. 

The discovery of a clandestine 
group planning and carrying out 
sabotage activity in Jordan was 
ta c k led by a number of col- 
umnists in the past week. 

Bader Abdul Haq said feat fee 
creation of such groups can never 
be designed to liberate Palestine 
or Afghanistan as the group 
members had claimed but is 
rather a form of undermining the 
nation’s security and stability. 
Mr. Abdul Haq, who writes for 
Al Ra’i, said that the group had 
been hiding behind Islamic slo- 
gans in order to legitimise its 
presence, but in reality the group 
members are in fee pay of foreign 
dements bent on weakening the 
Arabs and destroying fee demo- 
cratic march. 

His views were backed by 
Mousa Al Kilani, editor of Al 
Dustonr daily, who said that the 
Islamic movement in Jordan was 
quick to denounce the clandes- 
tine group as a tool of foreign 
conspiracy designed to weaken 
Jordan. But, he said, the pre- 


sence of such a group within the 
Jordanian society points to a 
dangerous imbalance and a gap 
between the new generation with 
its ideologies and the old estab- 
lished principles and traditions 
which ought to be bridged as soon 
as possible. 

The car bomb attacks perpe- 
trated by the clandestine group 
should remain as an isolated inci- 
dent that would never be allowed 
to poison the atmosphere or des- 
tabilise the country's security, 
said fee writer. 

This view was also echoed by 
Salameb Ekour in Sawt Al 
Shaab. He said that blowing up 
cars and institutions and killing 
innocent civilians can only serve 
the interests of fsrael and its 
American ally. He said he be- 
lieved feat such attacks were de- 
signed as pan of the U.S. -Zionist 
alliance's pressure being exer- 
cised on Jordan. The writer said 
that the clandestine group must 
have exploited the democratic 
atmosphere prevailing in the 
Kingdom to carry out their cri- 
minal actions under Islamic 
names. 

The question of acceptance of 
students at Jordanian universities 
was tackled by several col- 
umnists, wife Mohammad Ibra- 
him Daoud urging the govern- 
ment to expand the basis for 
acceptance and to admit further 
numbers of students. The col- 
umnist said fear 3s the demand 
for higher education increases, it 
is only reasonable for Jordanian 
universities to open the door for 
the greatest number of students 
to attain their dream. Furth- 
ermore, the writer said, Jorda- 
nian universities have so far failed 
to link their education courses 
with the needs of fee Jordanian 
society and the students who 
graduate every year cannot find 
jobs. New courses have to be 
created in required fields so feat 
fee large number of students can 
find employment, he added. 

Nazih, another columnist for 
Al Ra'i said that not only the 
students will be concerned about 
getting seats at fee universities 
but also their relatives and pa- 
rents because there is a real com- 
petition for admission in view of 
fee large number of students 
wishing to enrol. The writer said 
that the government ought to 
open the door for a greater num- 
ber of students to enrol and 
should not link admission to the 
average grade of students. 


Taher Al Udwan tackled the 
question of continued harassment 
of shipping in fee Gulf of Aqaba 
and the delay in fee arrival of 
goods at the port. The columnist, 
who writes for AI Dustour, said 
feat the American naval vessels 
are still harassing Aqaba-bound 
ships despite the fact that fee 
Gulf war is over and Kuwait is 
liberated again. The harassment, 
he noted, is clearly intended as a 
form of pressure on Jordan and 
not Iraq, wife fee Americans 
adopting a hostile attitude to- 
wards fee Kingdom through the 
American embassy in Amman. 
America's hatred towards Iraq, 
the writer said, is now trans- 
formed into a hatred against Jor- 
dan and its people. 


King voices hope over START 

• (Couttneud from page 1) 

organisation accepted in principle the call, it also believes that 
"certain guarantees arc needed to ensure feat the conference is 
convened and that it will achieve success." 

The spokesman said fee conference should aim at the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and 
recognition of the legitimate national political rights of fee 
Palestinian people, including their right to self-determination. 

Palestinian participation in the peace conference, fee spokesman 
said, should be determined by the PLO without any external 
intervention. 

The PLO rejects any attempts to exclude fee issue of Jerusalem 
and fee representation of people from Jerusalem, the spokesman 
said. In addition, he said, Israel should also immediately halt its 
building of settlements in the occupied territories. 


‘Unprecedented progress’ 


(Con thread from page 1) 

"more work to be done.” 

The main sticking point in fee 
progress towards a peace confer- 
ence remains to be Palesnnain 
representation and Israel's insist- 
ence on barring certain Palesti- 
nians from fee talks. 

Official sources bere said that 
Jordan was working on a formula 
which would surpass the difficul- 
ties posed by Israel's intransi- 
gence, including the issue of 
Palestinian representatives from 
East Jerusalem. 

They expressed conviction that 


the Paltestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation would not allow itself to 
be oomered into a “rejectionisi 
position" after Israel announced 
its willingness to attend. 

“A compromise wili be worked 
out." a senior official told fee 
Jordan Times adding feat Jordan 
"will help in reaching an agree- 
ment." 

Jordan, fee official said, be- 
lieves that East Jerusalem has to 
be represented within fee joint 
delegation because it would sym- 
bolically "confirm fee status of 
Jerusalem." 


‘White Paper’ explains position 


■ (Con tine ud from page I) 
Security Council resolutions and 
the need for a diplomatic solu- 
tion.” 

The White Paper argues that 
among all fee Jordanian efforts to 
achieve an "Arab resolution" to 
the crisis. His Majesty's letter to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
on Sep. 22, 1990 was the most 
significant. It was made clear to 
President Saddam Hussein that 
“Jordan and other Arab govern- 
ments could not accept the ac- 
quisition of territory by war. not 
only as a matter of principle, but 
also because failure to maintain 
this principle could constitute a 
dangerous precedent of which 
Israel may take advantage with a 
consequent endangering of Jor- 
dan's national security and exist- 
ence as well as an endangering of 
national security in general." The 
dangers of a military confronta- 
tion, not only to Iraq but to the 
entire Arab Nation, were also 
cited. 

The paper shows feat in reply 
to Jordanian requests. President 
Saddam Hussein was prepared to 
accept one of two possible solu- 
tions to the crisis: An Arab solution 
in which the two parties would sit 
down together and thus settle 
their differences as His Majesty 
had proposed during his Aug. 3 
visit to Baghdad which was urged 
by President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt and endorsed by King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia. The 
alternative solution was an inter- 
national one, as he had proposed 


Iraq rejects French draft 


(Cbutfueod from page If 
Cheney, threatening renewed 
U.S. military action against Iraq, 
said Friday Baghdad was still 
trying to conceal nuclear bomb- 
making equipment in defiance of 
fee United Nations. 

Iraq “made a very serious mis- 
take over the past year in under- 
estimating our determination to 
see to it feat it complies wife 
established norms of internation- 
al behaviour," Mr. Cheney said 
on NBC Television. 


"And if (Iraq) continues to 
operate on feat basis, it would be 
another big mistake for (it)." 

Under fee terras of the cease- 
fire to which Iraq agreed after fee 
Gulf war, Baghdad musr declare 
and scrap all weapons of mass 
destruction. 

In interviews wife four televi- 
siorf networks marking the first 
anniversary of the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait Mr. Cheney said, Iraq 
had yet to come dean on its 
nuclear programme. 


‘Jordan did 
all it could’ 

(Cea d n e nd from page 1) 


consent and not force," Mr. 
Hammad said. 

Outspoken Irbid Deputy Hus- 
sein Mjalli said he felt that Jorda- 
nians should have taken a more 
active role in condemning the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

"It was a trap for the Arab 
World which we fell into. The 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait was the 
road for foreign soldiers to come 
into in the region in great num- 
bers and take total control of the 
region's most precious natural 
resources,” Mr. Mjalli said. 

“Jordan should have applied 
more pressure on Iraq to with- 
l draw quickly. The only way to 
| save Iraq was to get it out of 
; Kuwait before fee war began.” 
i Mr. Mjalli added. “This is the 
only position which Jordan 
should have held more firmly 
otherwise it did all that was in its 
capacity of do.” 


on Aug. 12: an international con- 
ference should be convened at 
which not only the question of 
Kuwait but also the problems of 
Palestine and Lebanon should be 
discussed. That proposal had 
been immediately rejected by 
both the United States and Great 
Britain. 

The Jordanian document also 
states that when His Majesty 
King Hussein realised that all his 
country's efforts to avert fee out- 
break of war had failed, he 
addressed the Jordanian people 
on Jan. IS stating that “fee doors 
of reason have been shut and fee 
avenues for an honest dialogue 
blocked." 

A final message of hope and 
reconciliation was addressed to 
fee Jordanian people by King 
Hussein on March 1, 1991. This 
address summed up the growth of 
the crisis from its beginning to the 
end of fee war and the position of 
fee Jordanian Government. “Our 
vision was dear from the outset 
of fee disaster. We realised what 
fee outcome would be if Iraq 
continued its occupation of 
Kuwait and if we failed to resolve 
the problem peacefully within the 
Arab framework. We tried our 
utmost to address and contain fee 
problem... Most regretfully we 
were not successful... We knew 
we would pay dearly for standing 
on principle and for insisting on 
maintaining our freedom of ac- 
tion within the national context 
and as due to our geographical 
location." 


Sharon 


(Contineud from 

on has accelerated Jewish settle- 
ment in the occupied territories. 
The United States, Israel's guar- 
dian ally, calls the 100,000 settlers 
an obstacle to peace. 

"In this matter \ carry out the 
policy of fee government accord- 
ing to its basic guidelines with the 
complete support of the prime 
minister.” Mr. Sharon said. 

Israeli papers Friday hailed 
Mr. Shamir’s conditional assent 
to fee U.S. proposals for peace 
talks. 

They said his agreement — 
albeit dependent on solving the 
problem of who speaks for 
Palestinians — would please both 
fee superpowers who pressed for 
it. 

The U.S. would be more sym- 
pathetic next month to a request 
for S10 billion in loan guarantees 
for housing an influx of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

The Soviet Union, newspapers 
said, might soon restore full di- 
plomatic ties severed over the 
1967 war. 

And by joining Arab states in 
accepting a peace conference. 
Israel had shifted the onus to fee 
one player yet to 'join in. the 
Palestinians, the papers wrote. 


U 

“The ball is in the Palestinians’ 
hands,” headlined the leftist daily 
Al Hamishmar. 

The Friday papers, the biggest 
of fee week because they precede 
the Sabbath, were packed with 
blow-by-blow accounts of how 
Mr. Shamir finally came to say 
yes. 

They praised Mr. Baker for the 
coolness and tenacity needed to 
extracr the affirmative response 
from Israel's rightist leader. 

“He (Mr. Baker) came here to 
do what he did all his years as a 
lawyer — to persuade two feud- 
ing "sides to come to the table for 
discussions." commentator 
Nahum Barnea wrote in Yedioth 
Ahronoih. Israel's biggest news- 
paper. 

He added feat all eyes had 
focused on Mr. Shamir, but the 
success belonged to Mr. Baker, 
who unemotionally appealed to 
the pragmatism of both Mr. Sha- 
mir and Syrian leader Hafez Al 
Assad. 

Yet all fee newspapers warned 
feat much work lay ahead for 
Israel, rhe Arab states and 
Washington. 
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4690? 

53909 j 

45908 

45999 

45809 

44909 

359S9 

1 Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 100 eacn wins JD !3 

65881 

65890 

65980 

6638© 

75C30 

65889 

65870 

65780 

64SSO 

5332© 


Ten consolation prizes toiathng JD 80 each wins JD 8 

67154 67163 67253 62153 77153 

67152 67143 67053 66153 571 55 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wins JD 7 

58427 58436 58526 59426 6Sfl2£ 

58425 58416 58326 57426 43420 


Ticket numbers 

28236 11967 69791 71867 

win JD 200 each j 

Ticket numbers 

76852 50694 6200 

win JD £00 each j 

i 


I 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


1392 7323 488 
6756 

1364 win JD 20 each 

8855 7830 2191 4793 
1779 

Win JD :0 ecch 


178 OOI 540 517 795 

Win JD 5 each 


8000 tickets ending with 3 

Three Win JD 5 each 



COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


40 covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 935 738 166 227 925 


Win JD 10 


Wlnmtra of the grand prize* In the ordinary Issue number 13 of July 17, 1991 


mu snow 

Arnrsn-Empfeyva 
hitflti JO 12500 


eaffizs c-. 

A»rtt3 Uuma toai Aranah Won* « lamsnai torafam SaMi 

Ammsn-Sudara liUrnmr rnmn Xan* Smow AmnwvempwuM 

mbH-Fhk JO 12J0G Fvc SecM, JO fiOOO HaS-Ttwa JO 1500 HaJftxjrttv X 1250 

Next Drawing takes place an August 17, 1991 
First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 


Mffiawnaa kmoi 
Ammon-Corocnpl 
HaK-'oufli. X) ISO 


H— | 

ij: .v. 

H-yian Al Sajan « 
flnwnon-Vonxx I 
HaBJAWi JO 7KJ6 



the professionals 

• ALWAYS CHOOSE 
\ THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
.-DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE., TICKETS 

and , Reservations. 


AMIN KAWAR * SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




4 Rent & Sale 

[' Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and) 
sale - furnished or unfur 
ntehed. 

" Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

For further details, pi 

cal! 

bdoun Real 


(Tel. 910695. 910909, 

91B520 hm _ m J 


jjauirL 

-etowieReitotfant 
--Jn Jordan 
1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
' ' AhUyyahGiris School 

Mamnybawfalili 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

; - . p.m. 

.7:00 - 

“ T*LS3Sm 



Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens r 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani • Grind lays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 


^ CHEN’S . s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
State, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbftque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

k 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional ^Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30% Xvyer 

• From mnlargo- 

moot 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823893 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 




00 


AM 


Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 





A 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea anti Land 




MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 

take care of the works. 

Door to Door, 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 


3Z 



£ 


1 MANDARIN RESTAURANT 1 

Special Ctiiese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[Oftrn SU dJX] 

T4**«mcr it mvmOabtm 

Wadi Sagra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 
fra 681922, Amtiuml [ 

Ck£ lasted /yy 




AustraIia 
Insurance Services 


A Unique Avjstraiian Exps^er^e- 

In Jordan. • 


All Types Of Insurance-. 

•MOTflfl •MEDICAL 

• HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•FIRE •TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT •EM3NEER1NG 


Jabai Amman = First Circle 
1^1:610948 Fax: 612948 
Tfx: 27644 AUS7I JO. 


[The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room_! 


IIAKOTEL 

|U2l|l|IS 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




The tegencyPalCKX Hold 

LOBBY LOUNGE 




ENTERTAINMENT 




r 


Daily lours arranged on request to 
the following places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

For further Information 
please call us: 
614272 


& 
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Capriati, Seles advance 
at Mazda tournament 


CARLSBAD, California (AP) — 
Fourth-seeded Jennifer Capriati 
dispatched error-prone Lori 
McNeil 6-2, 6-1 at the $225,000 
Mazda Classic. 

The 15-year-old Capriati, who 
drew a first-round bye, neutral- 
ised McNeil's net game with pas- 
ting shots and capitalised on her 
opponent's mistakes in the 
second-round match. 

Earlier, top-ranked Monica 
Seles started strongly and then 
answered increased resistance 
from Anne Minter to advance to 
the semifinals with a 6-0, 6-3 
victory. 

Seles, playing her first tour 
event since pulling out of Wimb- 
ledon with an injured leg, will 
face the winner of Friday's match 
between third-seeded Manuela 
Male'eva-Fragniere and sixth- 
seded Nathalie Tanziat in the 
semifinals. 

Capriati advanced into a quar- 
terfinal match against fifth- 
seeded Zina Garrison, who bet 
Karine Quentrec 6-2, 6-1. In the 
other quarterfinal match, second- 
seeded Conchita Martinez will 
meet amateur qualifier Debbie 
Graham. 


Capriati, ranked 10th in the 
world, set the early tone by fol- 
lowing a winning lob with a 
strong passing shot in taking a 2-0 
lead of McNeil’s service. 

“I wanted to return well and hit 
passing shots," said Capriati. “I 
thought I played well. I have 
been playing wefl.” 

After taking the first five 
games, Capriati had some lapses 
in dropping the next two, but 
then regained firm control. 

McNeil, ranked 24th, commit- 
ted two of her five double-faults 
in her final service game and fell 
victim to three service winners by 
Capriati in the deciding game. 

“I made far too many mis- 
takes," McNeil said. “Pm strug- 
gling with my serve, and I became 
more frustrated in tins match.” 

Seles, who has held the No. 1 
ranking since March 11, needs to 
win the tournament to retain the 
top spot. In her previous eight 
tour events this year, she has 
readied the final each time d aim- 
ing four titles. 

The 17-year-old Yugoslav won 
eight straight games before Min- 
ter, ranked 60th, held service in a 
14-point game. A pivitol mo- 


ment, Seles felt, came when she 
missed a volley after taking the 
first two points. 

“It was a pretty easy match, 
but I got a little mad at myself 
when it was two-love there," 
Seles said. “My mind totally went 
• away and I lost my rhythm. After 
that, I had to keep on myself to 
concentrate.” 

After a tentative start, Minter 
improved her shot placement in 
the second set and approached 
the net on occasion with effec- 
tiveness. Bnt the Australian 
couldn't break Seles' serve, forc- 
ing deuce just twice in the March. 

Seles, who had three aces and 
recorded eight service winneis, 
also exhibited an array of winning 
placement shots. 

“I haven’t expected a lot of 
myself because I haven't played 
for so long," she said. ‘Tin sur- 
prised at how fast 1 could come 
back. But I'm going to keep 
working to get to a higher level." 

Away from the official tour 
since winning the French Open 
on June 8, Seles said the two 
tournament matches here had not 
affected her left leg, which had 
been bothered by shin splints and 
a stress fracture. 


U.S., 

Yugoslavia 
advance in 
junior 
basketball 
tournament 


EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — 
Bryan Caver scord 17 points as 
the United States advanced to the 
medal round of the World Junior 
Basketball Championships with a 
94-78 victory over Brazil. 

Jamal Fanikner added 16 
points as the U.S. won its third 
game of the second round and is 
6-0 for the tournament. 

“I thought for 40 minutes we 
had our best intensity and best 
awareness,” U.S. Coach Lon 
Kruger said. “We knew we had to 
play better and play our best to 
beat Brazil.’’ 

The U.S. led 54-38 at the half 
and was never threatened. The 
Americans will face Yugoslavia, 
who advanced despite losing to 
Spain 99-95. 

Brazil closed within nine points 
with four minutes remaining, but 
could get no closer. 

Rogerio Klafke led the way for 
Brazil with 22 points and Andre 
Matoso da Silva added 16. 

Italy also reached the medal 
round, posting a 96-89 victory 
over Romania. The Italians, who 
are also undefeated in the tourna- 
ment, came from 15 points down 
to defeat the surprising Roma- 
nians, in their first-ever world 
junior event. 

Paolo Caibini had 20 points to 
lead Italy, while Massimo Rug- 
geri added 13 for the European 
junior champs. 


U.S. athletics team to take 
on French record holders 


MONACO (Agencies) — France 
fields three members of then- 
world record-breaking sprint re- 
lay quartet at Saturday's Monaco 1 
Athletics Grand Prix meeting in a 
race also featuring the Santa 
Monica Track Club. 

The Americans made several 
fruitless attempts on the world 
mark last year before France 
smashed the record at the Euro- 
pean Championships in Split, 
Yugoslavia. 

For France, Daniel Sangouma, 
who clocked 8.90 seconds in an 
inspired second leg in Split, Jean- 
Charies Trouabal and anchonqan 
Bruno Marie Rose combine with 
Grilles Quenherve in place of Max 
Mbrintere. 

Santa Monica field Olympic 
chmpion Carl Lewis and World 
record holder Leroy Burrell 
along with Floyd Heard and Mike 
Marsh. 

Ben Johnson, once die world's 
fastest man, has been included in 
Canada's relay squad although he 
did not turn up here as scheduled 
Thursday after apparently mis- 
sing his flight. 

Since serving a two-year ban 
for steroid use, Johnson has 
struggled to recapture even a 
semblance of his former explosive 
speed and he will not be repre- 
senting his country in the 100 
metres at next month's Tokyo 
World Championships. 

Monaco is the penultimate 
Grand Prix event before Tokyo 
and several of tire world’s top 
sprinters and hurdlers have been 
attracted by the prospect of dear, 
hot weather and attractive 
appearance money. 

Britons John Regis and Roger 
Black, European champions over 
200 and 400 metres, test them- 
selves m their specialist events 


against Americans Michael John- 
son and Antonio Pettigrew re- 
spectively. . _ . . 

The strength of American high 
hurdling is underlined by the 
presence of Tony Dees, fastest 
man in foe world tins year but 
unable to make the U.S. team for 
Tokyo. 

, in the 400 metres hurdles 
Tokyo favourite Danny Harris 
runs against fe llow- Am erican and* 
Olympic champion Andre Phil- 
lips phis Britain’s European gold 
medallist Kriss Akabusi. 

The women’s 200 metres fea- 
tures Jamaican Heriene Ottey, 
the world number png. for the 
past two years. 

Drcchsler leapt 7.37 metres, 
the best so far this year, to win 
the women’s long jump at an 
International Athletics meeting 
in Sestriere, Italy, Wednesday 

The former world record hol- 
der beat foe previous season’s 
best of 7.24 metres which she 
shared with Larisa Berezhnaya of 
tire Soviet Union. Berezhnay a was 
second with a leap of 7.19 metres 
Wednesday. 

Drechsler, 26, aided by a fol- 
lowing wind of 1.8 metres per 
second and the thin air at this 
Italian ski resort 2,000 metres 
above sea level, saved her best 
leap for her sixth and final jump 
after recording 7.33 metres with 
her second attempt. 

Cart Lewis’s hopes of beating 
fellow- American Bob Beamon’s 
23-year old men's long jump 
world record dimmed as cold 
winds blew thick clouds and rain 
across Sestriere midway through 
tire meeting. 


Edberg, 

Sampras 

move in to 

Volvo 

semifinals 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Top 
seed Stefan Edberg breezed to a 
6-3, 6-4 victory over fellow Swede 
Peter Lundgren, advancing to the 
quarterfinals of the Volvo Tennis 
Tournament. 

Second-seeded Pete Sampras 
also advanced with a 6-3, 6-4 win 
over Japan's Shuzo Matsuoka. 

The only time Edberg was 
threatened was in the fourth 
game of the second set when 
Lundgren, up 2-1, had four break 
points against the world’s No. 

2- ranked player. But Edberg pul- 
led through to win, then broke 
Lundgren in the seventh game at 
love. • 

’It was a good match for me, 
Edberg said. “I knew be (Lund- 
gren) was going to get tougher 
and tougher. I started missing 
some first serves and he got 
tougher, which made for a closer 
match.” 

Edberg, the tourney's defend- 
ing champion, meets No. 7 seed 
Aaron Krickstein Friday after- 
noon. 

Matsuoka took a three-set vic- 
tory from Sampras last week in 
the second round of the Canadian 
Open in Montreal. This time, 
however, the U.S. Open cham- 
pion was in control throughout, 
relying on his booming serve. 

Sampras went up a break in the 
first game of the second set and 
held serve the rest of the way. He 
won his last two service games at 
love, including his next-to-last 
game in which he served up three 
aces, two of which were clocked 
at 117 mph (184 kph) or faster. 

“Today my serve was the best 
I've served in quite a while," be 
said. “I was going for it. I wasn’t 
serving that well at the beginning 
of the match and it brought back 
some memories. 

“His backhand is kind of fun- 
ny, so I played more to his 
backhand than his forehand." 

Matsuoka agreed that Sam- 
pras’ serve was more potent than 
it had been in Montreal. 

“He serves so well I couldn't 
touch it,” he said. “He played 
well, especially his forehand. He 
wanted to win and he was more 
confident. Maybe I was reading 
his serve wrong." 

Sampras will meet Amos Mao- 
sdorf, the eighth seed, in the 
quarterfinals. Mansdorf defeated 
Italy's Gianlnca Pozzi 64, 6-3, 
fighting off all six break points 
against him. 

Krickstein advanced by defeat- 
ing Jason Stoltenberg of Austra- 
lia 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. 

“I think my experience paid 
off," said Krickstein, the eighth 
seed. “Fve beaten him three 
times before. I won a few big 
points. Whoever got up on break 
won the set.” 

Other quarterfinal pairings in- 
clude No. 4 Brad Gilbert vs. 
qualifier Steve Bryan and Stefano 
Pescosolido, who upset third seed 
Michael Chang on Wednesday, 
vs. unseeded Scott Davis. 



Diego Maradona 

Maradona, bitter about drugs, 
spurns professional soccer 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — A bitter 
Diego Maradona, banned from 
soccer until July 1992 for failing a 
dope test, said Thursday he will 
not return to the professional 
game. 

“I will not play soccer profes- 
sionally again," the former 
Argentina skipper told the pri- 
vate Continental Radio station. 
“For the time being it's an irre- 
vocable decision.” 

A former street urchin who 
became one of the world’s- 
greatest soccer stars, Maradona 
was banned for 15 months by the 
International Football Federation . 
and tiie Italian League in April 
after a post-match urine test re- 
vealed traces of cocaine. 

Many of his loyal fans hoped he 
would stage a comeback, but on 
Thursday he said: “I find I don’t 
enjoy myself anymore.” 

Maradona, 30 rose to promin- 
ence when he led Argentina to 
victory in the 1986 World Cup. 
He also captaiaed his Napoii 
Club to its first ever Italian 
League championship. 

Shortly after his suspension, 
the fallen star returned to Argun- . 
tina saying he wanted to quit 
because he was sick of the press- 
ure and the discipline. His con- 
tract with Napoli binds him to the 
club until 1993. 

A few weeks after returning 
home Maradona was arrested for 
cocaine possession and for sup- 
plying the drug free to others. He 
was released on bail after 30 
hours in custody and faces up to 
12 years in jail if found guilty. 

Maradona, who is undergoing 
drug rehabilitation, was bitter ab- 
out the criticism his drug prob- 
lems have cost him. 

Tm not hiding my problem 
with drugs, but it’s not fair for 
someone who trips and falls in the 
street to lay the blame on drugs 
or on what happened to Marado- 
na," he said. 

He added: “There is something 
deeper here than simply having 
taken cocaine, there is something 
else that’s not called Maradona. 
This country lacks a drug culture 
and I am having to pay for it and 
that is not fair.” 

Maradona also faces charges in 
Italy, where he is being investiga- 


tion in connection with Neapoli- 
tan drug and prostitution ring. 

His career had gone downhill 
after Argentina lost the 1990 
World Cup final to West Ger- 
many. 

Maradona bad a series of prob- 
lems with his Italian League club 
when be began missing training 
sessions and arriving late for, 
matches. 

Once a UNICEF representa- 
tive and a goodwill ambassador of 
his country, Maradona’s life 
seemed to fall to pieces on the 
night of April 26 wben local 
television showed police arresting 
him for cocaine possession. 

A week ago Maradona told an 
interviewer that he had not de- 
cided whether he would ever play 
professionally again. 

This week he seemed closer to 
returning when he started work- 
ing out with his old Boca Juniors 
Club. His father even told repor- 
ters at a training session that 
Maradona was “dying to play in 
the 1994 World Cup." 

But Maradona ruled t h at out 
Thursday. 

“The Argentine national team 
is also a closed chapter for me," 
he said. “I think it’s time to make 
room for younger players and 
Argentina has good ones like 
Leonardo Rodriguez and Diego 
Latorre to replace me.” 
Rodrigez and Latorre were key 
midfielders of the Argentine 
team which won the South Amer- 
ican Copa American tournament 
in Chile last month. 

Maradona said he could no 
longer bear the responsibility of 
playing professionally. 

*Tm not blaming soccer but 
everything that surrounds soccer 
and I am scared of having to face 
a situation of that kind,” he said. 

Among his plans for the future 
are setting up soccer clinics in the 
northern province of Corrientes, 
where his family lives, and in 
Cuba. 

“I want kids there to get soccer 
running in their blood," he said. 

Maradona said he still intended 
to play a charity match Saturday 
with a team of retired soccer stars 
against a squad of local actors to 
■ raise funds for a .Buenos Aires 
.hospital. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WT7H OMAR SHARIF 
a TAN HAH H1RSCH 

f I99i Trtajne UM9 Sencas. Inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


q_ 1 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K5 “K 109532 vK6 *K105 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 2 T Paas 

2 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Since partner does not prom-' 
ise more than five spades on this 
sequence, mid not necessarily good 
ones, the choice really lies between 
two no trump and three hearts. 
Since our six-card suit leaves a kit 
to be desired, .we opt to protect our 
kings from the opening lead by bid- 
ding two no trump. 

q. 2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A9873 '"5 vAI02 4AK98 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A. — Your hand is too powerful for 
any spade ruse. We wont blame 
you greatly if you launched directly 
into Blackwood, but that could re- 
sult in minuting a grand slam or. 
worse, bidding a small slam that has 
no play. We suggest you start with a 
jump shift of three chibs. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*9 'TAQ106532 CA6S *A9 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two-bid in, 
spades. What action do you take? 
A. — With a hand rich in both play- 
ing and defensive tricks, you have 
two choices — four hearts or double. 
The problem with a double is that, 
if the left-hand opponent raises the 
preempt to four spades, you will 
have to make a decision at an ele- 
vated level when you haven’t even 
shown your seven -card suit! 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you. 


hold: 

£9 TAQ106532 0A63 *A9 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

2 4* 4 ‘7 4 * Pass 

Pass ? 

•—weak 

What action do yoii take? 

A. — Now you have an easy 

choice— double. This sequence de- 
scribes a band with a long suit and 
.solid defensive values. Partner 

-should be well placed to make an 
Intelligent decision. 

Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: _ _ _ 

♦AQ7 7Q6 V-AKQJX065 *6 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

West North East South 

3 <9 Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Three diamonds, four dia- 
monds or three no trump are possi- 
ble, but we like a takeout double. 
Obvio usly , we wiD correct any bid 
partner makes, even spades, to dia- 
monds. Three diamonds is an un- 
derbid. four diamonds bypasses 
three no trump and three no trump 
is too rich for our blood. 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q63 77 OAKS +AXJ107Q 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 4 Pass 
y 

Whet do you bid now? 

A. — The obvious bid seems to be a 
jump to three chibs, but since that is 
not forcing it could result in missing 
a spade game. We prefer a reverse of 
two which creates a one- 

round force in the modern style. If 
partner can rebid spades, our prob- 
lems are solved. 


Peanuts 


It was a dark 
and stormy night. 



Suddenly, out of the 
mist a spooky 
figure appeared. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt c n’Jeff 



horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY AUGUST 3, 1 9*1 


ARIES? (March 21 to April 19) 
This is your day to be alert to 
whatever advanced matters arise 
that can bring your om personal 
desires right into your lap for your 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You find much stirring and activity 
in behind the scenes interest that 
can rid you of what is unwanted 
and quietly place new acovioes 
into the scope of your influence. 

GEMINK: (May 21 to June 21) You 
certainly have a chance to have 
some very happy moments with 
good friends now as well as meet 
an acquaintance through whom 
you can get a big kick. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look into the various 
outlets of expression in the world 
of outside activity that can bring 
you closer to your true heart’s 
desire. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you find you have every sort of 
need to bring to light tbe many 
{ri ngings you have been dunking 
about but that you have done 
nothing to conclude. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day to make a point to listen 
to that prophetic insight that is so 
deep a part of your fife right now 
so lake stock of what your bunches 
are. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever arrangements you 
want to make with a paring can 
now be quickly pannmooopm the 
manner in which both of you are 
satisfied. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 ro Novem- 
ber 21) This day can well find you 
doing die things for others that 
shows you can ..forget yoursetf m 
doing for them and make yourself 
very popular. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
■ December 21J This is. your tone to 
first decide the principles under 
which you wish to live in tbe days 

ahead and go off to recreations you 

enjoy. 

CAPRICORN: (December -22 to 
January 20) Now you have a day 
when you can be very basic m 
looking about you and m making 
die changes that can bring you 
more happiness later. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2V to Febru- 
ary 19) Attending studies of your 
choice and then be off to see those 
who have the same interests as 
. yourself to make dris a banner day . 
of happiness. ... 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You need to increase your 
consciousness of abundance if you 
are to have more of this work! s 
goods so think less of the small 
sums and think of big ventures.. 


What a perfect combination, 
my birth stone & I! 


• Dajari & Co. he. 
J**rttare-OMW» 
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TMC RFTTER HALF 


By Barnes 



* x ,1N — x 

"Would you drive a while, dear? I need to 
cure my hiccups/' 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henrt Arnold and Bob lee 


Unscramble these lour JumWas, 

one letter to each square, to form 
four qrdlruuy words. - 


7-ax 


U' 


BRIHC 


n 

ZQ_ 

^ > . 




CINIG 


n 

□ 

rn 



LORCAR 



_c 

r ^ 



THING 

K 

r v 



X3 


ALL THE CROOKS 
IN THAT POLLUTED 
CITY SEEM TO HAVE 
VANISHED — 


Now arrange tbe circled letters to - 
form the surprise answer, as Bug-; 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: mo \j I I IIJ[U] 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: BATCH LADLE HAIRDO DROPSY 
Answer She wouldn't many Tbatgogetter because she _ 
was wafting for a guy who — 

ALREADY HAD IT 
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THE Daily Crossword 1**^8. kop«w! 


ACROSS 
1 — fivflfy! 

5 Cicatrix 
9 AO] us! 

14 Scorch 

15 Drink to excess 
T6 OM-womantsh ^ 
17 Sol’s preceder 
IB Stock place 

19 Addresses 

20 Rubbed down 

22 Ophelia’s 
beloved 

23 Milton or 
"Shakespeare 

24 Destiny 

25 Go up 

28 Using a bike 

32 item lor 18A 

33 Stigma 

34 Bireme propetiar 

35 — Japanese 

36 PubBsh 

37 Division word 

38 Previous to 

39 we aB?" 

40 Opera solos 
4t Apprentices 

43 Reels 

44 "The — tha! 
touch tiquor..." 

45 Pinto or lima 

46 Takes care of 
horses 

49 Meetings 

53 Water wheel 

54 Whip mark 
: 55 Applaud 

56 In any way 
. 57 Wheel holder 
' 58 Vowel sequence 
' 59 Some souses 
60 Russ. veto. 

SI Attic 

DOWN 

1 Con game 

2 Companion of 
Artemis 

; 3Com unite 

4 Ariel's master 
. 5 Perfor me d 

6 Celestial body 

7 Indulged in me- 
tooism 

8 Actor Harrison 

5 Drum sound 
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to Glossy paint 

11 window pan 

12 Actress 
Sommer 

13 Try 

21 First-dess 

22 Contraction 
24 Fencing 

movement 
26 Something of 
value 

26 Bake eggs 

27 CHy of Crete 

28 Careful effort 

29 Andem Aegean 
region 

3ft Of birth 
31 12 dozen 
33 Captures in a 
way 

36 Gets ready port 

37 Sardonic 

39 Dogs did cats - 

40 Exclamations Of 
surprise 

42 Pansy pert' / ‘ , 

43 Sonnet port 


■PuzdeSfrfvwfc 


gnirann narso rgjhei 
annmn nnno noun 
nnnnn nnran nnno 
nnnnnnnfnnnnnnn 
_ h™ rsnran 
gon nfuraranrin nnn 

DRonnnnnnnnnnnn 
ronnon nnn nnran 
nnn nnnnnnn mnn! 
tnnon mum \ 
nnHrjnrsnrnnnonnfn 
SSSS nnnnn] 

RpjriR nrannnj 


45 Prettiest girl 
^ party - 

46 Nibble 
4TFr.Wae' 

port 


at e -49. Sensuous - 

'/-fiOButtertno .. 
ArttaBs.orie 
.• 52 Detect.' - . >- 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.6627/357 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollaf 1.1504.09 

Canadian dollar 

1.7660/70 • 

Demschemarks 

1.9840/50 

Dutch guilders 

1.5419/25 

Swiss francs 

36.32/36 

Belgian francs 

. 6.0020/70 

French francs 

- ’ • • 1318/1319 

Italian lire 

138.00/10 

Japanese yen 

6.3950/4000 

Swedish crowns 

. . 6.6840/90 

Norwegian crowns 

6.8275/25 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 360.40/360.90 

U.S. dollars 
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SS chi’efe BCCI scandal exposes global banking gap 

' O-CO/ WASHINGTON (R) — Federal on criminal charges for running face a financing squeeze. The parent company of BCCI BCCI did not come under the 
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WASWINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternationa! Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank agreed 
Thursday to increase the annual 
salaries of their top executives by 
more than 25 per cent to $285,000. 
sources at the two organisations 
said. 

The United States and Canada 
objected to the $60,000 increase 
as excessive but were ovenuled 
by other members of the IMF and 
World Bank boards in separate 
votes, they said. 

Washington and Ottawa 
argued for a pay increase closer 
to the 16 per cent rise in rhe cost 
of living since the last wage hike 
three years ago. That would have 
translated into an annual salary of 
between S260.UU0 and $270,000. 

Several sources said IMF Man- 
aging Director Michel Camdessus ! 
was the driving force behind the i 
pay raise. 1 

The sources said Mr. Camdes- i 
5us wanted his pay to match th3t 
of Jacques Attali. another 
Frenchman who' heads the Euro- 1 
pean Bank for Reconstruction i and ! 
Development in London. That 
bank, set up to aid eastern 
Europe, began operations earlier 
this year. 

The pay of IMF and World 
Bank staff is tax-free for fore- 
igners although U.S. citizens pay 
tax. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Federal 
Reserve (Fed) Vice Chairman 
David Mullins called for changes 
in the way international banks are 
regulated to prevent a repeat of 
the Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International (BCCI) scan- 
dal. 

The number two man at the 
U.S. central bank said BCCI was 
able to slip through the regula- 
tory net because no one country 
was responsible for overseeing all 
its operations. 

“TTiat's the major lesson," he 
said in an interview. “It's not 
sufficient to look at the pieces. 
You need someone taking re- 
sponsibility for the entire entity. '* 

BCCI was indicted last month 


on criminal charges for running 
what was called the “largest bank 
fraud in world financial history" 
and slapped with a record $200 
million fine by the Federal Re- 
serve for violating U.S. banking 
laws. 

The bank — founded in Pakis- 
tan in 1972 with operations in 
more than 70 countries — is 
alleged to have been tied to drug 
barons, terrorists, arms dealers 
and intelligence agencies, and to 
have robbed depositors of bil- 
lions. 

Mr. Mullins said that every 
major international bank needs a 
primary supervisor and a monet- 
ary authority willing to act as a 
“lender of last resorr" should it 


Drug warlord may lose 
$300m in BCCI collapse 

BANGKOK (R) — Drug warlord Khun Sa banked at BCCI. Thai 
military sources and an associate of the Burma-based Mr. Khun Sa, 
who has been called rhe world's leading heroin supplier, said he used- 
io draw cheques on the scandal-ridden bank. He has been convicted 
in absentia in the United States of drug trafficking. Mr. khun Sa, 
who Thai sources say has at least 8,000 men under arms, stood to lose 
$300 million from the failure of the Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI), the associate told Reuters. His BCCI accounts 
were fed from Taiwan and Hong Kong, the associate said. “I myself 
do noi have the deep details but one thing I can confirm for you is 
that he used the BCCI to transact his money,” the associate said. Mr. 
Khun Sa spends $20,000 a day ro support his army, the associate said. 
In recent days, the warlord, who is half Chinese and half ethnic Shan, 
has cut back on spending, the associate said. A senior Thai military 
source said Mr. Khun Sa bought a large shipment of weapons from a 
Thai syndicate two years ago and paid with a cheque drawn on BCCI. 


IMF finds Romania 
moving fast on track 
to market economy 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
is moving fast towards building a 
market economy 20 months after 
the collapse of communist rule, a 
senior International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) official has said. 

“All policies are on track and 
the government's reform prog- 
ramme appears to be on the right 
track.” IMF Assistant Director 
Mohsin Khan told Reuters. 

The chief disappointment was 
the country's economic decline, 
and that was largely the result of 
external factors, he said. 

He said the fund had already 
disbursed $600 million out of a 
promised S900 million financial 
package to back Romania's re- 
form policies. 

This included about $350 mil- 
lion in oil import assistance which 
Romania got in March under the 
fund’s so-called contingency and 
compensatory financing facility 
(CCFF). 

The remaining $300 million 
would be disbursed in separate 
tranches, Mr. Khan said. 


“What is disappointing — and 
that is not a reflection on the 
authorities by any means — is the 
fact that economic performance 
has not been what we expected,” 
Mr. Khan said. 

Romania's economic decline 
was due mainly to external fac- 
tors — the lack of foreign capital 
investment and the collapse of 
trade within the defunct Moscow- 
led Comecon economic and trade 
alliance, he said. 

According to official statistics. 
Romania's industrial production 
in the first half of 1991 fell 17 per 
cent compared with the -first half 
of 1990. 

But Romania was sticking to its 
pledge to keep the rate of infla- 
tion to an agreed margin of 10 to 
15 per cent by the end of 1991. 

“According to the latest data 
we had, inflation was only two 
percent in June,” Mr. Khan said. 

"The government has kept all 
its reform policy pledges, and in 
many respects they’ve gone even 
further than we had agreed to,” 
be said. 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during Iasi week and the previous 

week: 

July 27-31 Jnae 20-24 

Dafly average 

JD 709,407 

JD 1,133,498 

Total volume 

JD 3,547,633 

JD 5.667,492 

Total shares 

2,649,899 

2^61,907 

No. Of coBttraela 

3330 

3,983 

Industrial 

Sectoral trading: 

JD 2^214,846 

JD 3,600,258 


(63.4%) 

(64.9%) 

Financial 

JD (16,155 
(17.4%) 

JD 1,128,839 


(19.9% i 

Service 

(16.9%) 

(13.4%) 

Insurance 

(3.3%) 

(1.8%) 

Share price index 

132.9 

134.1 

No. of companies 

71 

74 

1 Price movement (rise) 17 

49 

(Decfine) 

43 

15 

(Stable) 

11 

10 
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face a financing squeeze. 

Regulators should refuse to li- 
cence any bank to operate in their 
country that doesn't meet those 
criteria, he added. 

Because BCCI did not have a 
central bank backing it up. its 
collapse could have disrupted the 
multi-billion dollar payments net- 
work that links commercial banks 
worldwide and hurt the world 
economy. 

“We were quite fortunate,” 
Mr. Mullins said. “We've seen no 
damage to the global payments 
systems." 

He said that BCCI was 
apparently set up in sucb a way so 
as to avoid coming under the 
purview of any one regulator. 



Birgit Bread 


Treuhand 
fires 1,400 


Business 
failures 
in U.S. 
rise 50% 


NEW YORK (AP) — Fifty per 
cent more business failed in the 
first six months of this year than 
in the first half of 1990, reflecting 
the impact of the recession, the 
Dun- and-B radstreet Corp. has 
reported. 

The biggest increase was 
among transportation and utility 
companies, where failures in- 
creased 54 per cent to 1.894. 
Failures in the service sector grew 
51 per cent, while the number of 
failing manufacturers rose 36. 5 
per cent, the business informa- 
tion company said in a survey. 

“Business failures continued to 
climb across the U.S. during the 
first half of the year, particularly 
along the east and west coasts," 
said Joseph Duncan, Dun's 
corporate economist. But he said 
che rate of increase has slowed, 
with the number of failures in 
June only 31 per cent compared 
with 52 per cent in May. 

For the purposes of the survey, 
Dun-and-Bradstreet said it de- 
fined failures as companies that 
went out of business owing 
money or sought bankruptcy 
court protection from creditors. 

Overall. 43,014 businesses 
failed in the first six months, 
Dun-and-Bradstreet said, up 50 
per cent from 28,669 in the first 
half of 1990. 

The biggest increase was in 
New England, up 93.8 per cent to 
2,675 failures. Bankruptcies in 
the middle Atlantic states were 
up 79 per cent, while failures in 
the Pacific states grew 75 per 
cent. 

The healthiest region appeared 
to be the west south central states 
of Texas. Louisiana, Arkansas 1 
and Oklahoma, where the rate of : 
failure was up only 12 per cent. , 

Business failures rose 50 per ; 
cent among finance, insurance 
and real estate companies. Fai- 
lures were up 45 per cent in 
construction, 40 per cent in 
wholesale trade, 34 per cent in 
retail trade and 33 per cent in 
agriculture, forestry and fishing. 

Finance, insurance and real 
estate failures increased the most 
in the middle Atlantic region, up 
241 per cent, while manufactur- 
ing failures in New England 
climbed the most, up 69 per cent. 

Dun-and-Bradstreet is a lead- i 
ing marketer of business informs- , 
don and related services. 



TOMSELLECK— IN 

RUNAWAY 

Shew: 3:30. 630. 8 JO p.m. 


real Estate “R” us 
Just call NIDAL 


Efficiency & Courtesy Combined | REALTOR 
with Quality & Affordability 


SOUND AND LIGHT 
ATJERASH 

Will reopen August 3/1991 evenings at 8:30 as follows: 

* Arabic on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

☆ English on Saturday, Monday and Wednesday. 

Tickets on sate el ate for JD 1 (children up to 12 years old only 100 fils). 


The parent company of BCCI 
is a Luxembourg holding com- 
pany which is not classified as a 
bank and thus is not subject to 
regulation there. Its banking op- 
erations are split between two 
main subsidiaries — in Luxem- 
bourg and the Cayman Islands. 

That meant that regulators 
only oversaw the bank's opera- 
tions in their own country and no 
one had an overall view. 

"Under normal circumstances 
it might not be so critical," he 
added. “But we're vulnerable to 
some one setting up an instiiurion 
intentionally to exploit that 
loophole." 

International banking regula- 
tors were aware years ago that 


BCCI did not come under the 
purview of any one regulator but 
it was not thought to be so 
critical. To change that, regula- 
tors would have had to put res- 
traints on each other. 

"But if you don't go to those 
lengths, you're vulnerable,” Mr. 
Mullins said- 

He said he expects central bank 
representatives who meet reg- 
ularly in Basle, Switzerland, to 
take action to close the loophole. 

“We should be able to fix it,” 
Mr. Mullins said. 

He added that he was not 
aware of any other large bank in 
the same position as BCCI, not 
responsible to any one super- 
visor. 


Germany 

BERLIN (R) — The state-run 
Treuhand privatisation agency 
has since unification fired 1.400 
managers of eastern German in- 
dustries under its control, many 
because of their past as Commun- 
ist Party appointees or police 
spies. 

“We expect many more dismis- 
sals,’' Treuhand President Birgit 
Breuel told a news conference. 

The Treuhand has been dele- 
gated to sell off or shut down 
about 10,000 east German state 
enterprises in the world's biggest 
privatisation programme. 

About 400 managers were 
dropped because of a Stalinist 
background deemed unaccept- 
able in a market economy, Ms. 
Breuel said. Many tried to cover 
up past membership in the Stasi 
security police. 

“1 can readily understand the 
dismay of eastern German 
citizens when they see former 
senior communist cadres still 
holding top posts in these com- 
panies," she said. 

Another 400 were dismissed 
for sheer incompetence and 100 
for dishonesty, including fraud. 
The remaining 500 were axed in 
redundancy cuts, Ms. Breuel 
said. 

Under communism, east Ger- 
man sure enterprises were heavi- 
ly overmanned in both manage- 
ment and workforce because of a 
policy of 100 per cent employ- 
ment. 

Official unemployment is now 
9.2 per cent but more than 20 per 
cent of the workforce are on 
stare-funded short -time work, 
effectively paid to do nothing. 

The majority of managers in 
east German companies under 
Treuhand jurisdiction are former 
communists appointed by the 
orthodox regime toppled in a 
popular uprising in 1989. 

Trades unions say their incom- 
petence and old-boy favouritism 
has contributed to mass layoffs in 
troubled industries. 

Ms. Breuel also launched a 
recruitment drive for experienced 
western German executives to 
take over east German firms" 
struggling to survive in a competi- 
tive environment. 

"We have begun a precaution- 
ary search ... for thousands who 
will certainly be needed (to revive 
eastern firms). What we need is a 
balance of wisdom between east 
and west Germans.” said Ms. 
Breuel. a former west German 
regional economics minister. 

She said 35 former Stasi agents 
bad been fired from the 
Treuhand executive itself. 


European airlines 
post disappointing 
half year results 



BRUSSELS (R) — European 
airlines Thursday reported their 
most disappointing passenger fi- 
gures in nearly a decade. 

The 22-member Association of 
European Airlines (AEA) said 
the number of passengers carried 
was down 1 1.2 per cent in the first 
six months compared with rhe 
first half of last year. 

“It is the first time since the last 
oil crisis in the early 1980s that 
the AEA airlines experienced 
such a drop in passenger 
growth.” the Brussels-based 
AEA said in a statement. 

It blamed the slow recovery, 
which also affected June traffic, 
on a difficult economic climate. 

Traffic on North Atlantic 
routes — the AEA's major mar- 
ket — was volatile. A four per 
cent recovery in May was not 
matched in June when traffic 
dropped 9.7 per cent. 

Passenger traffic in Europe was 
down in June by 4.9 per cent from 
the same month last year com- 
pared with being down 9.4 per 
cent in May. Traffic in Asia grew 
from being down 12.7 per cent in 
May to minus 7.6 per cent in 
June, it said. 

It added growth in the cargo 
sector on Asian routes operated 
by AEA carriers was counterba- 
lanced by a decrease on the North 
Atlantic, with a resulting global 
loss of 2.8 per cent. 


The International Air Trans- 
port Association (LATA) said 
Wednesday that passenger traffic 
carried by the world's leading 
airlines in the first six months of 
this year was 10 per cent below 
1990 levels despite a slight im- 
provement since May. 

Freight traffic fared better, reg- 
istering a decline of only two per 
cent over the same period, LATA 
said in its latest updated survey of 
the airline industry, hit by the 
joint effects of economic reces- 
sion and the Gulf war. 

An I AT A statement quoted 
the association's Director Gener- 
al Guenter Eser as saying: 
“There is a slight positive trend 
since May, but June has not yet 
brought the marked break- 
through in passenger traffic that 
the industry is seeking.” 

Cargo carried by iATA's 200 
member airlines in June reached 
the level of the same month last 
year, but passenger traffic was 
still four per cent down on June 
1990, LATA said. 

Mr. Eser said: “A prognosis is 
very difficult at this stage. Solid • 
growth rates are not yet in sight. 
And from now until the end of 
199! carriers would have to regis- 
ter nearly eightper cent growth in 
their total traffic — merely in 
order to cany the same traffic for 
the year as a whole as in 1990.” 


South Korean trade 
deficit widens to $6 b 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korean 
imports grew sharply in July, 
casting doubts that the govern- 
ment can bold the 1991 trade 
deficit to $6 billion. 

Officials at the ministry of 
trade and industry said merchan- 
dise exports in the first 23 days of 
July totalled $3.38 billion while 
imports jumped to $5.26 billion, 
creating a trade deficit of $1.88 
billion. 

If that trend continues, the July 
deficit alone will exceed $2 bil- 
lion, officials said. 

South Korea's trade deficit in 
the first six months of die year 
totalled $6.34 billion, 2.3 times 
last year’s level. 

Government officials had said 
they hoped exports would pick up 
in the latter part of this year, 
holding the 1991 trade deficit to 
between $6 billion and $7 billion. 

South Korea recorded a trade 
shortfall of $4.83 billion last year. 


Meanwhile, the government 
has worked out a 15-year plan to 
more than double South Korea's 
power- generating capacity to 
keep up with the nation’s spec- 
tacular economic growth, officials 
said. 

Officials at the energy- 
resources ministry said the $623 
billion plan will be finalised in 
August after approval by the 
Cabinet 

The plan, to be launched in 
1992, calls for the nation's power- 
generating capacity to increase 
from the present 21.2 millio n 
kilowatts to 58.6 million kilowatts 
by 2006, they said. 

Under the plan, 18 more nuc- 
lear, 28 thermal and 14 liquefied 
natural gas- fuelled power plants 
win be constructed, they said. 

South Korea currently pro- 
duces nearly 50 per cent of its 
power from nuclear plants. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of two bedrooms, large salon, two bathrooms 
and a kitchen. Deluxe furniture. Location: Al Hussein 
Housing Estate. 

Rent is annual. 

Please call tel. 688289 



In Shmeisani. Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, spacious hall 
and dining room, modem kitchen. Separate central heating and 

te,eph0ne ‘ PIS call 606947 



TO LET 

Small, self-contained, fully furnished and equipped 2 
bedrooms flat in a building at J.D. 3000 per year. 
Location: Between 6th Circle and Mecca Street. 

For more details pis call tel: 679298/803429 


FOR SALE 

Hitachi HL400 Laptop computer. Brand new, 12 
MHZ microprocessor, 20 mb (3% inch) hard 
disk. 3 V6 floppy disk drive. Complete with 
carrying case. JD1.100, 

Phone: 819867 after 7:30 p.m. 
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Mandela urges government 
to quit or all talks will end 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela said 
Thursday that the South African 
government could no longer be 
trusted and told it to step aside in 
favour of an interim government 
or face the end of talks with bis 
movement. 

“The only way to non-rariai 
democracy in Sooth Africa is that 
of an interim government. If 
(President F.W.) de Klerk and 
bis regime are not prepared to 
accept this demand they must 
learn there can be no further 
discussion between them and 
ourselves,” Mr. Mandela told a 
news conference on the first day 
of a visit to Brazil. 

Earlier in the day, ANC Depu- 
ty President 'Walter Sisulu had 
said only that- the removal of the 
government was “the best way.” 

Mr. De Klerk, at a news con- 
ference Tuesday dealing with the 
secret state fending of the In- 
katha Freedom Party, repeated 
that be would not hand over 
power to a “temporary regime” 
though he said he would consider 


transitional arrangements to stop 
the government' from misusing its 
power during talks. 

“During the last 18 months we 
tried to urge the government to 
sit down with us and to search for 
a peaceful settlement of our 
affairs," Mr. Mandela said. “We 
have tried to build mutual confi- 
dence between blacks and 
whites.” 


“But,” he continued, “on the 
19th, the day I left South Africa 
(for a foreign tour) it became 
clear that white-minority rule in 
South Africa was unable to act 
honourably.” 

Mr. Mandela was referring to a 
scandal in South Africa which 
broke when Mr. De Klerk's gov- 
ernment admitted it had made 
secret payments to the Inkatha 
Movement, the ANCTs main riv- 
al. The press disclosure of the 
payments have led to the worst 
crisis of Mr. De Klerk's two-year 
tenure. 

Mr. Mandela said the .episode 
showed that “the tradition of 
intrigue, deceit and false prop- 


aganda is something from which 
they (the South African govern- 
ment) can never extricate them- 
selves.” 

For this reason, be added, the 
ANC was insisting on its demand 
for a temporary government 
made up of representatives from 
all parties to supervise South 
Africa's transition from apartheid 
state to non-rarial democracy. 

“The demand for an all-party 
congress and for an interim gov- 
ernment had become a crucial 
matter in South Africa,” Mr. 
Mandela told reporters. “Almost 
everything that ... we have map- 
ped out for ourselves in the coun- 
try is going to revolve around the 
demand for an interim govern- 
ment.” 


in its latest edition it had unco- 
vered further links between In- 
katha and Pretoria's spy net- 
works. 

It quoted Martin Dohncbek, a 
senior government spy who de- 
fected to the ANC in the 1980s, 
as saying his intelligence network 
set up an office in the Kwazulu 
homeland in 1974 to provide 
security and surveillance services 

tO Tnkatha 


“They undertook any inves- 
tigation of an intelligence nature 
which emanated from (Inkatha) 
chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s 
office,” Mr. Dohncbek, inter- 
viewed in the Zambian capital 
Lusaka, told the newspaper. 


Meanwhile South African 
newspaper said Friday that secur- 
ity services meddled in Zulu poli- 
tics from the early 1970s to form a 
bulwark against the ANC. 

The anti-apartheid Weekly 
Mail, which exposed the while 
government's covert fending of 
the Inkatha Freedom Party, said 


An Inkatha spokesman, Musa 
Myeni, said Friday the newspaper 
report and Mr. Dolinchek’s 
allegations were “a pack of lies.” 
The Weekly Mail also alleged 
that Mr. De Klerk, whose refor- 
mist administration has been 
rocked by the Inkatha funding 
scandal, had not yet come clean 
on the extent of the government's 
support for anti- ANC groups. 


Rebels, troops battle close 
to Sri Lankan camp 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
troops and Tamil rebels were 
locked in fierce combat Friday 
near a northern army camp that 
has been under rebel siege for 
more than three weeks, a military 
spokesman said. 

“We are trying to draw out as 
many terrorists as possible and 
kill them before going into the 
camp,” he said. 

About 15G rebels were killed 
and 24 soldiers wounded Thurs- 
day in fighting for the base at 
Elephant Pass, the spokesman 
said. 

More than ISO government sol- 
diers and an estimated 1,925 re- 
bels have died in the three-week 
battle, the military said. 

Military reports on the fighting 
and casualties could not be veri- 
fied by independent or rebel 
sources. 

About 800 soldiers have been 
pinned down in the camp by 


rocket and small aims fire from 
the Liber ation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrilla group, 
besieging the base since July 10. 

An anti-aircraft weapon with a 
range of about 1,500 metres 
(5,000 feet) acquired by the re- 
bels recently has prevented army 
helicopters from landing in the 
camp to rescue SS wounded sol- 
diers. 

A victory at Elephant Pass, the 
biggest battle of the eight-year- 
old ethnic war, has become cru- 
cial for both sides. About 8.000 
troops and 5.000 rebels, some 
only 14 years old, have .been 
thrown into the fight. 

The 8,000 seaborne troops who 
landed on a beach nine 
kilometres from the camp on July 
14 have inched their way to the 
base in heavy fighting. 

Ground troops using artillery 
and mortars have been supported 
by the navy and the air force. 


12 die in fire at Australia 
handicapped people’s home 


SYDNEY (AP) — Twelve peo- 
ple died and 20 suffered minor 
injuries after a fire destroyed a 
residential care facility for the 
intellectually handicapped early 
Friday morning. 

The Palm Grove Hostel out- 
side Dungog, 200 kilometres 
north of Sydney, was completely 
destroyed by the overnight fire, 
officials said. 

The New South Wales .state 
coroner was trying to determine 
the cause of the blaze in the 
wooden, single-level building, 
which housed 40 men and women 
aged 34 to 89. A Dungog police 
spokesman said the facility was 
not considered a fire risk. 

Eyewitnesses said those who 
died had little chance of escape. 

“It was an absolute inferno 
when we got there and it obvious- 
ly hadn’t been- alight terribly 
long,” said Fran Crane, who 
lives nearby and awoke to the 
sound of voices calling for help. 

“By the time the fire brigade 
came, there was little they could 
do but just get the blaze under 
control/' 

Mrs. Crane's husband helped 


five people escape from the build- 
ing before he was forced to aban- 
don bis resale efforts because of 
thick smoke and flames. 

“There were quite a few survi- 
vors outside already (when we 
arrived) and it was really the 
efforts of those people getting 
themselves and their friends out 
that meant there were as many 
survivors as there were,” Mrs. 
Crane said. 


Police said 20 people were 
taken to Dungog Hospital for 
treatment of smoke inhalation 
and minor bums. They were later 
released and were being held with 
the other eight survivors at a 
children's day care centre. 


A spokesman for the Hunter 
area health service said the resi- 
dence provided long-term care 
for people with dementia, which 
includes various forms of brain 
damage, and for chronic alcoho- 
lics. 

“We’re very shocked ” said the 
spokesman, who was not named. 
“It was very well run. The people 
who ran it provided a really good 
home.” 


7, including driver, killed in 
U.S. Girl Scout bus crash 


PALM SPRINGS, California (R) 
— Worried parents have poured 
into Palm Springs looking for 
their daughters after a school bus 
carrying Girl Scouts crashed, kill- 
ing seven people and injuring 53. 

Five of the girls, between the 
ages of 15 and 18. who were 
taking part in a two-week “Cali- 
fornia Dreamin” expedition, 
have broken backs, bat most are 
expected to walk again, an aide at 
Desert hospital said. 

Seven others are also listed in 
critical condition in hospitals and 
11 in fair condition. They sus- 
tained mainly broken bones, cuts 
and bruises when the bus plunged 
into a ravine while travelling on a 
mountain road Wednesday. 

The dead included the bus driv- 
er, two adult counsellors and four 
Girl Scouts. Police said the bus, 
rated to cany 72 people, had 
passed state motor vehide inspec- 
tions. It might take np to six 
weeks to dedde what caused the 
accident. 


killed, but hospital authorities 
said later two of the dead were 
adult supervisors. 

“The parents are clearly grief- 
stricken and they are frightened.” 
Jovanna Wooden, executive 
director of the Spanish Trails Girl 
Scout Council, which organised 
the trip, said. 

Mis. Wooden said some of the 
girls on the bos said the driver 
appeared to try to brake and 
could not. 

“They said it seemed like he- 
was trying and couldn't get it to 
slow down,” Ms. Wooden said. 
“They said at the very last point 
someone yelled 'brace yourself.”* 

The bus was second in a convoy 
of three buses taking 104 Girl 
Scoots, including four girls from 
Finland, on a hiking trip when it 
went off the narrow, winding 
road and tumbled 30 metres 
down a ravine strewn with boul- 
ders, snapping the bus from its* 


Emergency workers at the site 
piled knapsacks, souvenirs and 
dothes in separate files as the 
investigation continued. Initial 
reports said six Girl Scouts were 


“It was Kke a bomb exploded,” 
a policeman said. 

A counselling centre was set up 
to comfort the survivors and help 
them overcome shock. The scouts 
had been selected from 600 appli- 
cants for the expedition. 


Bodies of slain Lithuanian 
border guards lie in state 


VILNIUS, Soviet Union (R) — 
Hundreds of Lithuanians filed 
past tiie bodies of six border 
guards who were shot dead by 
unknown gunmen, in the latest 
killings since the Soviet republic 
declared independence last year. 

The bodies, brought to Vilnius 
Thursday after the execution- 
style shootings at Media in kai 40 
kilometres to the south, lay in 
open coffins at the dty's 6.0G8- 
seat sports arena. 

A mass funeral was planned for 
Saturday at Vilnius's Roman 
Catholic cathedral, to be fol- 


lowed by a cortege through the 
capital’s cobbled streets to a 
cemetery. 

Two guards who survived the 
attack early Wednesday at a post 
on the border with the republic of 
Byelorussia remained in serious 
condition in hospital, one on a 
life support machine. 

Investigators bad no firm leads 
in the search for the culprits. 

Lithuanian officials blamed 
Soviet security forces bent on 
intimidating the Vilnius lead- 
ership in its drive for independ- 
ence. 


U.S. Senate supports B-2 
after telling of B-l cracks 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Senate supported ! President 
George Bush’s request for four 
more costly B-2 Stealth bombers 
after a last-minute air force 
announcement that its other new 
bomber, the B-1B, had problems 
of cracking. 

The Senate rejected 57-42 a 
proposal to halt production of the 
radar-evading B-2 at the 15 
planes already approved, as the 
House of Representatives has 
already done. 

Just hours before the vote. Air 
Force Secretary Donald Rice told 
Senators that the B-1B bomber 
developed fuselage cracks last 
January and that repairs on some 
of theplaneshad been ineffective. 

Opponents of the B-2 bomber 
angrily suggested Mr. Rice's 
announcement was a trick, saying 
the air force had known about the 
cracks since January but did not 
tell the Senate until two hours 
before the vote on the B-2 bom- 
ber. 

The air force has nearly 100 
B-1B bombers in operation but 
the new bombers have suffered a 
number of problems and were 
grounded during the Gulf war. 

Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee Chairman Sam Nunn told 
the Senate he learned of the 
cracks Monday and asked De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney and 
Mr. Rice Wednesday about in- 
forming the fell Senate about the 
cracks. 

“In my view it makes the B-2 
much more important because 
the B-l is clearly a troubled air- 
craft,” Sen. Nunn said. 

The action came as the Senate 
continued work on a $291 billion 
authorisation bill for defence 
programmes next year. 


Earlier, the Senate unanimous- 
ly agreed that its new anti-missile 
defence plan is not intended to 
break the 1972 U.S.-Soviet Anti- 
Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty. 

Meanwhile Mr. Cheney said 
Thursday he expects U.S. milit- 
ary leaders wall be reluctant to 
place women in combat roles and 
that be will make a final decision 
now that Congress has opened 
the door to historic change. 

But in an interview with repor- 
ters, Mr. Cheney gave no hint on 
whether females will get the. 
green light for battle after the 
Senate voted Wednesday to re- 
peal U.S. laws against military 
women flying combat missions. 

“It's a decision I’ll have to 
make” after consulting with the 
chiefs of the armed forces bran- 
ches and the civilian secretaries of 
the services, Mr. Cheney said. 

“I would expect the chiefs to be 
conservative in terms of their 
approach to those kinds of 
changes . .. the only reason for the 
existence of the Department of 
Defence is to be able to fight and 
win wars.” 

Although the military heads 
have voiced reluctance on putting 
women in combat, the House of 
Representatives has passed a 
similar bill and Wednesday’s vote 
assured the repeal of laws that 
have banned women from air 
combat missions. 

There is no law against women 
fighting in ground units, although 
army and Marine policy is to keep 
them out of combat. 

The Senate also voted Wednes- 
day to create a commission to 
study under what conditions 
women pilots and other military 
women should fight in wars. 


21 reported dead as Yugoslav 
tanks hit Croatian village 


ZAGREB (R) — At least 21 
people were feared dead after 
Yugoslav army tanks pounded a 
border village after crossing into 
breakaway Croatia from Serbia, 
police and witnesses said. 

A Croatian police spokesman 
said it was likely 15 policemen 
were killed after their police sta- 
tion was flattened in the village of 
Daij in Thursday’s attack. 

A Yugoslav photographer said 
he saw ax other bodies identified 
by local people as Serbs. 

Daij is at the centre of a flash- 
point area between Croatian 
security forces and Serbian guer- 
rillas inside Croatia who are fight- 
ing the rebel republic’s drive for 
independence from Yugoslavia. 

Luxembourg's foreign minis- 
ter said European military in- 


tervention might be needed to 
stop Yugoslavia's partition. 

“We have to try to stop it 
because partition is not a solution 
— because if it starts in Croatia, it 
will continue, so ail the internal 
and external borders of Yugosla- 
via will be put in question,” the 
minister, Jacques Poos, said on 
Britain's Channel Four news. 

Mr. Poos is one of three Euro- 
pean Community foreign minis- 
ters who was expected to travel to 
Yugoslavia in a fresh bid to avert 
a slide into civil war. 

Some 200 people have died in 
fighting which erupted after dec- 
larations of independence by 
Croatia and neighbouring 
Slovenia on Jane 25. 

The police spokesman, speak- 
ing from regional headquarters in 


Osijek, said Daij was still too 
dangerous for Croatian forces to 
enter end establish an exact 
casualty toll. 

At least 20 tanks based in 
Serbia rook part in attacks on 
Daij and other towns in eastern 
Croatia, be said. 

The involvement of the army 
inferiated the government in the 
Croatian capital, Zagreb, where 
the republic’s president, Franjo 
Tudjtnan, admitted to parliament 
that the police and National 
Guard lacked the weapons to 
fight an all-out war. 

Croatian leaders are convinced 
the Serbian-led army is helping 
the guerrillas who are seeking to 
establish territorial strongholds 
for the 600.000-strong Serbian 
minority in Croatia. 


U.S. says ‘special privileges’ may be 
at stake if bases in Philippines close 


MANILA (AP) — The Philip- 
pines’ dose relationship with the 
United States will be endangered 
if the Philippine Senate rejects an 
agreement allowing the U.S. 
Navy to keep Subic Bay Naval 
Base, a U.S. official said Friday. 

“This is not a threat,” embassy 
spokesman Stanley Schrager said 
in a radio interview. “This is 
reality. There is a political ele- 
ment in this thing.” 

On July 17, the United States 
and the Philippines announced an 
agreement under which the 
Americans would give up Clark 
Air Base in September 1992 but 
keep Subic for another 10 years 
for $203 million annually. 

Both bases were heavily dam- 


aged by eruptions of Mount Pina- 
tnbo in June. The volcano is 16 
kilometres west of Clark. 

But the agreement must be 
ratified by two-thirds of the 23- 
member Senate. Sixteen senators 
oppose the agreement, complain- 
ing that the compensation figure 
is too low and the 10-year exten- 
sion too long. 

The current agreement expires 
on Sept. 16, and presidential Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Franklin Drflon 
says the Americans must leave 
both bases if the Senate does not 
approve the extension by then. 

“What gives the Philippines the 
status to some degree in the 
United States is that we are part- 
ners in this security relationship 


and this relationship ensures U.S. 
support for continued stability in 
the Philippines,” Mi. Schrager 
said. 

In a briefing for Philippine 
journalists, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State Kenneth 
Quinn sard Thursday that the 
United States would vacate Subic 
as soon as possible if the Senate 
rejects the treaty. 

“President George Bush and 
Secretary (James) Baker are not 
going to be vengeful,” the news- 
paper Malaya quoted Mr. Quinn 
as saying. “But obviously our 
withdrawal will have some effect 
... there are things that we don't 
have to do” to help the Philip- 
pines. 


Prosecutors in Kennedy Smith rape 
case want trial to begin soon 


WEST PALM BEACH, Florida 
(Agencies) — Prosecutors in the 
William Kennedy Smith rape case 
Thursday countered his defence's 
request for a delay by asking the 
judge to make certain the trial 
begins by Oct. 1. 

Over the prosecution's objec- 
tions, judge Mary Lupo Wednes- 
day granted the defence motion 
to delay the case but has not set a 
new trial date. 

Mr. Smith, the 30-year-old 
nephew of Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy, was to go on trial next 
Monday, Aug. 5, on charges of 
raping a 29-year-old woman at his 
family’s Oceanside Florida man- 
sion on Easter weekend. He has 
denied the charges. 

His lawyers asked for at least a 
90-day delay to prepare their 
defence after the prosecution last 
week released three statements 
from women who say Mr. Smith 
raped or tried to sexually assault 
them in the 1980s. 

The defence also wanted tune 
for the extraordinary publicity to 
die down so that Mr. Smith can 
get a fair trial. 

Meanwhile about half the peo- 
ple in a national survey have said 
they doubted Mr. Smith could get 
a fair - trial on rape charges be- 
cause of the intense media cover- 
age of the case. 

In Florida's Palm Beach Coun- 
ty, where the rape allegation was 
made, 71 per cent of the potential 
jurors surveyed said “yes” to the 
question: “Do you think there’s 
been too much publicity for Wil- 
liam Kennedy Smith to get a fair 
trial?” 

Only 22 per cent in Palm Beach 
said “no” and 7 per cent weren't 
sure, according to die poll con- 
ducted for the National Law 
Journal, which reported it in its 
Aug. 5 issue. 

Nationwide, the figures were 
51 per cent “yes,” 32 per cent 
“no” and 18 per cent “not sure.” 



b see n speaking to Ms mother Jean 
Kennedy Smith during a recent social event in Boston (file photo) 


The questions were put to 400 
registered voters nationwide and 
400 registered voters in Palm 
Beach County. Registered voters 
were used because they make up 
the jury pool in Florida. 

. The poll was conducted on July 
27-28 and has a margin of error of 
plus or minus 4.9 per cent. 


The respondents also were 
asked whether they felt Mr. 
Smith was guilty or innocent. 
Forty-six per cent in Palm Beach 
County said they thought he was 
guilty, 32 per cent felt be was 
innocent. 


In the rest of die country, 58 
per cent said guilty and 15 per 
cent said innocent. 

The fallout from the rape 
charge against his nephew is 


clouding the political future of 
Senator Edward Kennedy, a 
leading liberal voice in the U.S. 
Senate and standard-bearer of a 
political myth. 

Sen. Kennedy has once again 
become the subject of headlines 
that for three decades have been 
sprinkled with the name of Amer- 
ica's nearest approximation to a 
royal family. 

A new poll published in Thurs- 
day’s Boston Herald found that 
only 33 per cent of voters in Sen. 
Kennedy's home state of Mas- 
sachusetts felt he should ran for 
re-election ini 994 while 62 per 
cent said someone new should be 
given a chance. 

-The survey polled only 400 
voters and had a margin of error 
of five points but was nonetheless 
surprising. 


Americans who stayed in Vietnam said to be source of sightings 


DONG HOI, Vietnam (R) — 
About 70 Americans who chose 
to stay in Vietnam after the war 
ended in 1975 have been the 
source of mysterious sightings 
over the years of U.S. soldiers 
supposedly held prisoner. West- 
ern sources said. 

A few died in Communist cap- 
tivity, but the vast majority were 
released or expelled by the Viet- 
namese government by late 1976, 
said the sources, familiar with 
U.S. research on the issue, who 
asked not to be identified. 

“There 'were about 70 Amer- 
icans in Vietnam when the war 
ended. They were not on military 
active duty,” one source told 
Reuters recently. 

Exhaustive research by U.S. 
Department of Defence experts 
in Washington, Bangkok and In- 
dochina has revealed that most' 
sightings of Americans reported 
by Vietnamese boat people 
turned out to be those stragglers. 

-Some stayed behind after the 
war or arrived at the tumultuous 


end of the fighting under bizarre 
circumstances. 

One was Arlow Gay, an Amer- 
ican who ran a shrimp fishing 
business in then South Vietnam 
with a British colleague until the. 
partner left just before Commuiv 
ist victory. 

Mr. Gay stayed, and took on a 
job to smuggle some Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) staff out 
of the country by boat in April 
1975. He was caught by the Com- 
munists and imprisoned. 

Vietnam moved him to a prison 
at Bat Bat, west of Hanoi, and 
expelled him in September 1976, 
one source said. 

John Lecomec was a young 
American soldier who had left his 
Vietnamese common-law wife 
behind when he finished his tour 
of duty and returned to the Un- 
ited States. 

When the Communists were 
nearing victory, he returned for 
his wife. He flew firs* to the 
Laotian capital of Vientiane and 
tried unsuccessfully to enter by 


land before travelling by boat 
from the Thai coast. He was 
captured in southern Vietnam. 

Because Mr. Leoomec had dual 
U.S. -French citizenship and 
spoke French, he tried to pass 
himself off as French. 

It is not dear if the Vietnamese 
knew his true identity before he 
died of dysentery in a prison in 
Can Tho in die Mekong Delta a 
few weeks later. 

U.S. authorities spent years 
investigating the mysterious 
Frenchman woo nao aied at can 
Tbo. 

“It finally turned out to be 
John Lecornec,” one source said. 

Some Americans have dted the 
thousands of live sighting reports 
as evidence Washington left be- 
hind U.S. prisoners of war- 

The issue of the 2,273 Amer- 
ican servicemen who never re- 
turned borne from Vietnam, dead 
or alive, made U.S. newspaper 
headlines last month with a 
mysterious photograph that pur- 
ported to show three missing 


American airmen. 

U.S. officials said the photo- 
graph was a fake. 

They say the fate of just 62 of 
the, missing servicemen remains 
unresolved. 

A U.S. office in Hanoi trying 
to determine what happened to 
those still missing declined to 1 
comment last week about the 
American stragglers. 


Herman McDonald was one of 
several American soldiers who 
deserted while fighting in 
Vietnam. 


After stints in the U.S. military 
prison in Saigon for going absent 
without leave (AWOL) or break- 
ing other rales, he was living 
quietly with his Vietnamese com- 
mon-law wife in the Mekong De- 
lta when the war ended. 

Half black, half Filipino and 
speaking Vietnamese, be tried to 
pass himself off as a Vietnamese 
of Cambodian descent. 

Mr. McDonald stayed in the rice 
fields by day and returned home 


only at night. He was turned in to 
the new local Communist author- 
ities by his in-laws after an argu- 
ment. 

He was imprisoned, later re- 
leased and finally returned to the 
United States, a source said. 

Veto Baker, a soldier of 
Hawaiian descent, had a similar 
experience. He went AWOL in 
Danang and tried to 'pass himself 
off as Vietnamese when the war 
ended. 

“He spent a lot of time out' 
hunting or teaching English,, but 
eventually got kicked out later on 
in 1975,” one source said. 

Paul Horton decided to remain 
after finishing a tour of duty at a 
mental hospital at BienHoa, near 
Sajgon. He served sometimes as 
an interpreter and spent 
weekends in Saigon, renamed Ho 
Chi Minh City by the Commun- 
ists. 

He was eventually arrested by 
the Communist authorities 
to sign a confession that he was a 

CIA spy and deported. 



Saudi prince’s aide 
hangs 'help me* sign 
out hotel window 


NEW YORK (AP) — The man 
who hnng a plea for help written 
on a bedsbeet oat the window of 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel was 
identified as a Saudi prince’s 
secretary, police said. ; Tmfci 
AJyajoat, 36, of Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, tokl police he was ^tor- 
tured and abused last week hi 
Saudi Arabia due to a personnel 
incident with” Prince Khalid Ibn 
Talal, said a police .document 


A police source, who spoke on. 
die condition of anonymity, said 
die secretary bad been tortured, 
with electrical wires. Mr. Alyaj- 
out was taken to New York 
Hospital-Come 11 Medical Centro 
burn unit for treatment of old. 
burns to both of his forearms said 
left wrist, said police spokesman 
Sgt Peter Berry. Mr. Aly ajout 
arrived with the prince's entour- 
age at John F. Kennedy Intent*- 
banal Airport. The secfetatyLtoM' 
police the prince was met by private 
security guards whoi kept Mr. 
Alya j out under constant watch 
and restricted his move ment s; 
Mr. AJyajoat came to police 
attention when they responded to. 
a bedsbeet bearing the words 
“help me” hung out the 33rd 
floor window of the .Waldorf- 
Astoria. The secretary told police 
he had not been abused inNew 
York and did not want to press 
charges for unlawful unprisoa- 
mect. Police spok espeopformtial-: 
ly characterised Mr. AJyajoat 
an “emotionally disturbed per- 
son” of no particular importance. 
Later, they admitted they pur-, 
posely withheld information ate 
out his identity — but refused to 
say why. ■ : : 


Art stolen from 
French cathedral 




PARIS (R) — Thieves have; 
stolen some of the world’s moist 
beautiful mediaeval enamelwotk 
from the 13th-century cathedral: 
at Auxerre in central France/ &e 
city mayor said Thursday. . 
believe the thieves hid in the 
Samt-Etienne d’Auxerre Cathed- 
ral before it closed for the night 
and made off with 12th-century ; 
scrolls, illuminated manuscript^ 
statuettes, and gold and sflwr-. 
work. “We have the most beaote- 
ful enamelwork of the whole 
mediaeval period,” Mayor Jeaik 
Pierre Soisson said. “Any o! 
these things would be worth bite" 
lions of francs (hundreds. -of . 
thousands of dollars) at an apo 
tion.” He said the thieves would , 
be unable to sell the treasmes 
because they were regjsteredas 
historical works of art and could . 
easily be recognised. But he 
feared they could cut up the : 
manuscripts and sell them page- , 
by-page to art collectors.. Border! 
police were on alert and photo- j 
graphs of the treasures would be 
distributed around the world ” 
Mayor Soisson said. 


Hedy Lamarr 
arrested for 
shoplifting 


CASSELBERRY, Florida i 
Police have arrested actress 
Lamarr for allegedly shop 
$21.48 worth of personal 
items from a drugstore. “29 
found to have in her poss 
several concealed persona 
items that she bad not paid 
said Casselberry police 3 
man Patrick Simpson. “SI 
not have a receipt or pn 
purchase of the items.” 1 
Lamarr’s second arrest fa 
pUfting. She was arrested ii 
in Los Angeles but was 
cleared of the charges. Polk 
a store clerk observed tl 
year-old Lamarr, a major 1 
wood star in the 1930s and 
stuffing the items -in her 
She handed them over < 
when asked to do so, Mr. 
son said. '‘She was very, vei 
about it, but made no own 
at all about this,” he said. 
Lamarr told us sbe is living 
area because she is reedyinj 
treatments for some kind i 
ailment.” Dark-haired and- 
Miss Lamarr was a sensatioi 
before her 1937 arrival jn ] 
wood due to a nude i 
of her first European' flint 
stasy (1933), The film feati 
naked Lamart , kwirri mmj 
nmmng through-tile 
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